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Clean air is important for us all . We breathetwenty thousand times
every day,sevenmillion times each year, soit is important for the air
we breathe to be safe and not contairsubstances that can harm us,

including air pollution.

Camden has led by example in striving for clean air and climate
action : we were the first local authority to adopt the World Health

Organization guidelinesfor air quality; we were the first local authority

Communities are breathing cleaner air as a result, and this will help to

protect and improve health, both now and in the future.

We have much more work to doDespite the progress, air pollution
still causes people to become sick, children to miss school, and
adults to miss work. It causes 30,000 early deaths every year in the

United Kingdom, according to the Royal College of Physicians.
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challenges with ambition and bold action.

Since our first Clean Air Action Plan in 2019ve have completed
many projects that have helped to improve air quality across

Camden and London

We havecreated many miles of new and improved cycle lanes thelp
people travel healthily. We have provided clean power for vehicles,
ice cream vans, and canal boatsWe have led Londorwide

campaigns about air pollution from wood burning and idling vehicles.

households and more deprived neighbourhoods usually have worse
air quality. Air pollution exposure in the UK and Europe is typically
higher for people from minoritised ethnic backgroundsPeople
experiencinghomelessness may be exposed to high levels of air

pollution when living on the street.

Achieving clean air in Camden is not only a matter of
environmental health, it is a matter of fairness, social justice, and

health equality .
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and we started the first indoor air quality monitor loan project, to help

improve indoor air quality in homes throughout the borough.

previous work and sets out what we will do over the next four years to
achieve our longterm goal for a borough with clean air for everyone,

a borough where no person gets sick because of the air theydathe.
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By the end of 2030 we will:

Vv

Deliver clean air projects with Camden schools, reducing
pollution emissions and building awareness so that schools and
children learning in Camden are empowered to act for better air

quality.
Improve how we use and communicate air quality data.

Reduce air pollution from oftenforgotten sources, including

generators, filming, and street trading.

Work with businesses and employers to create a culture of
universal action for cleaner air iside and outside of the

workplace.

Work across Camden Council to ensure clean air and
environmental protection is strongly embedded in decision

making and policy.

Improve our preparedness and resilience to climatdinked air

pollution events and incidents.

Further expand our innovative indoor air quality programme to
support more Camden households to achieve cleaner, healthier

air at home.

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE
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Word or terminology ‘ What is means in this document

Air quality A description of whether the air we breathe is healthy and safer us to breathe
(or not), in relation to the amount of air pollution it contains.

Air pollution Chemicals, gases, and particlesin the airthat can harm our health.

Clean air Air that does not contain high levels of air pollution and is safer for us to breathe.

Nitrogen oxide(NO), nitrogen dioxide(NO;), and nitrogen Nitrogen oxide is a molecule of one atom of nitrogen and one of oxygen.
oxides (NOx) Nitrogen dioxide is one nitrogen and two oxygen atoms.

NOXx is used to refer generally to both NO and NOThese areall gases. We mainly
focus on NG, and it isone of the main forms of air pollution that we are
concerned about.

Particulate matter (PM) hAC!I qRHGIY Kk WG We Ut WaqRU! W 2t qWY! WG YaldA
for us to be able to inhale them into our lungsPM is one of the main forms of air
pollution.

Coarse particulate matter (PMo) Airborne PM that is no larger than 10 micrometres in size (one hundredth of a
millimetre). This is aboutten times smaller than the width of a human hair

Fine particulate matter (PM ) Airborne PM that is no larger than 2.5 micrometres in size (one fehundredth of
a millimetre). This is abouthree times smaller than a red blood cell

Ultrafine particulate matter (UFP) Airborne PM that is no larger than 0.1 micrometres in size (one téhousandth of

a millimetre). This issmaller than bacteria andabout the size of viruses.

Black carbon A type of particulate matter (PM) thats formed when fuels do not burn
HYOGGUUqUa! IoWf qWRY W YA UqRG I W Indli 1 371
as warming the climate.

Ozone (Q) A gas thatis helpful when it is high in the atmosphere, where it shields us from

solar ultraviolet (UV) radiation, but is harmful for our health when it exists closer
to the ground where we can breathe it

Volatile organic compounds(VOC) A general term for chemicaldn the air that are released from materials, products,
surfaces and reactions. Some of these can harm our health.
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Word or terminology What is means in this document

Polycyclic Organic Hydrocarbons (PAH) Organic compounds produced as part of the combustion cycle with the potential
to cause environmental damage and harm human health.

Micrometre One-qé Yat ¢UIl qé6 WY nlWec WaRGGRGWq! IJOWEY G 1JqHR

Nanometre One-millionth of a millimetre.

Greenhouse gas (GHG) A gas such as carbon dioxide, which has the potential to increase global heating

Carbon dioxide (CQ) Carbon dioxide isa gas comprisingone atom of carbon and twoof oxygen. The

gas is producedduring the combustion offossil fuels such as gas or oil, ands a
form of greenhouse gas.

Carbon monoxide (CO) Carbon monoxide is a gas comprising onatom of carbon and one of oxygen. Itis
produced when fuels and other materials burn without enough oxygen present to
form carbon dioxide (CQ). Carbonmonoxide can be very dangerous for health.

Automatic monitoring site A measuring device that automatically takes continuous readings of the amount
of air pollution in the airat that location.

Youmightt IJ1JWaq 6 WWaqJl Gt Wh OA kdWh RI WAzc¢
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Air Quality Network arewebsites that local authorities use for presenting their air
quality data.

Diffusion tube A small measuring device for monitoring N@air pollution. These are put up,
collected and analysed manually, and are useful forunderstanding longterm
changes in air quality.

Concentrations (of air pollution) The amount of a substance, like a gas or dust, in the air. Measured as the amour
(weight) present per unit volume of air (one cubic metre) in a specific location an
at a specific time (or averaged over a specific duration of time, for example a
yearly aerage)
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What is means in this document

Word or terminology

Emissions (of air pollution)

The release of a substance, like a gas or dus¥leasured as the amount (weight)
released over a specifidime period.

Air Quality Expert Group (AQEG)

The scientific committee that advises government about the sources of air
pollution and air quality science in the UK.

Committee on the Medical Effects of Air Pollutants
(COMEAP)

The scientific committee that advises government about how air pollution affects
human health.

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defrg

The government department that has overall responsibility for air quality in the
UK.

Greater London Authority (GLA)

The regulatory body with overall responsibility for air quality in London.

Transport for London (TfL)

The public organisation responsible for public transportation and major roads in
London.

United Kingdom Health Security Agency (UKHSA)

The government department that has overall responsibility for supporting public
health protection and improvement in the UK, including in response to
environmental hazards.

Disease incidence

Incidence is the rate of new cases of a particular illness in a population or area
over a specific time period, for example the incidence of new cases of asthma in
children in Camden in 2026

Disease prevalence

Prevalence is thetotal number existing cases of a particular iliness in a
population or area at a specific point in time, for example the prevalence of
childhood asthma in Camden in June 2026.

Exposure(in relation to air pollution)

7UORUNWRUWE WG eHWWade quWRAYUqe RUY We RI WG
JFGYt el Dk WRqWaGWe Ut Ws WWs ¢ UqlagyY W T 2 #1J
places with air pollution, either by encouraging changes in behaviour so that
people can avoid thoseplaces, or by reducing the amount of air pollutionn these
environments.

Health hazard

Something that has the potential to harm health. This could be air pollution, a
heatwave, a flood, or other climaterelated event, for example.
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Word or terminology What is means in this document
Health risk The likelihood that a hazarawill actually cause harm to health.
Climate change / climate crisis Climate change is the change in global temperatures and weather patterns,

mainly caused by human activities.

h9OUORGOGCqUWHI Rt Rt K WRYt WYnaqUWeat 1JT Wa VY W 1
which includes hazards like heatwaves, flooding, and extreme weather events
(like storms) which we expect to happen more often and for them to be more
severe when they do. lalso refers to the impact this has on the environment and
on people. For example, damage to ecosystems and biodiversity, food security,
and water and resource availability.

Global warming Thelongq 131 G WRUHI V¢t DWRUWqSIJWEC! q6kt We 213
climate change.

Heatwave A heatwave is when we have three consecutive days (three days in a row) where
the maximum temperature on each day is at least 2&.

Public health The general health of a population or community.

Cardiovascular disease Diseases and illnesses affecting the heart, for example stroke, ischaemic heart
disease, and hypertension.

Endocrine disorders Diseases and illnesses affecting our hormones, for example diabetes.

Neurological disease Diseases and ilinesses affecting the brain, for example dementia.

Respiratory disease Diseases and ilinesses affecting the lungs and our breathing, for example asthm
chronic obstructive pulmonary disorder (COPD), and lung cancer.

Premature death/ early death WG+ YUKt W WeqéWqdeqlé e GGLIUL WIE! ORI

example because they got ilas a resultof exposure toair pollution.




Part 2: Setting the scene

This part of the Clean Air Action Plan 2027-20301looks at:

T
T
T
T
T
T

What air pollution is

How it harms us

W6 caquwoeal WOkt WNYedt Wwel ywnyl |

Where air pollution in Camden comes from
Why indoor air quality is important too

How air quality links to climate
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What this document is about ¢Air quality is the term that is used to describe whether the air in a
Air pollution causeshundreds of thousands of people in the UK to particular location at a particular time is polluted or not; that is to say,
become |||’ and causestens of thousands of deaths every yed“'om if it can genel’ally be considered to be safe and healthy to breathe. If
these illnesses. It worsens existing health conditions and makes the levels of air pollution are higher than caibe considered safe then
people more likely todevelop other illnesses. we describe this asgpoor air quality . If the levels of pollution are low

The Camden Clean Air Action Plan 202Z MOMWRYt W9 ¢ G 1 13U mge\p%u@%%nut% bIe ﬂ?nerally safe and health then we describe this &s

plan for reducing air pollution and how much we are exposed to it. The good air quality.
purpose is to protect and improve the health of everyone who lives,
works, and learns in Camden, and everyone who visity éravels The main types of air pollutants that we are focusing on are:

hrough th h.
through the boroug Nitrogen dioxide (NQ)

What air pollution is Particulate matter

Ozone
QAir pollution is gases, particles, and chemicals in the air that can

= == =4 =9

Volatile organic compounds
directly harm our health.

Air pollution is often invisible, and sometimes we cannot smell it, but

it has a very serious effect on our health both as individual people,

and as a society.

10
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How air pollution harms our health

In Camden, air pollutioncauses more than 100 early deaths every
year'. About 7% of all deaths in Camden (one in every fourteen) is

caused by particulate matter air pollution (PMs)>.

Many of the health conditions caused by air pollutiorevelop over a
long period of time, so it is often not obvious that pollution is
damaging our health.We must listen toreal people and hear about air

pollution affects their lives, and not only focus on the statistics.

Air pollution can harm anyone, at any stage in lifdut it is even more
harmful for people whose bodies are not able t@ope with the
damaging effect. This includes babies and childremglder people,
people with weakened immune systems, and people with existing

health conditions affecting their lungs, heart, or brain.

When we breathe air pollution, harmful gases and particles enter our
lungs and can damage our bodiesThe smallest particlesare so small
that they can pass from our lungs into our blood,where they are
carried to other parts of our bodies. This is why air pollution damages

our lungs, brain, and other parts of the body too.

11
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Professor Sir Stephen Holgatés a leading figurefor air quality science
and clean air action in the United KingdomWhilst giving evidence
about the far-reaching health impacts of air pollutionduring aHouse
of Commons inquiry, hehighlighted that a large majority of causes of

death are linked in some way to poor air quality

However, me of the biggest challenges with air pollution is thaits
effects are not immediately visible. 1 can be very difficult to know if a
Gl t Y Uk hadleéntcabiskd by lair pollution or something else,

or a combination of things.

The way we can think about it ithat:

1 Spending a lot of time in places with higher levels of air
pollution (having high long-term exposure to pollution) will
cause damage to our bodies, and this makes it more likely that
we will develop a long -term illness like asthma, heart disease,
or lung cancer.This is similar to how we understand that smoking
cigarettes makes it more likely that someone will get lung cancer

or another illness affecting the lungs or heart

1 Spending a lot of time in places with higher levels of air
pollution can also increase the severity of these kinds of

health conditions, or the speed with which they develop . For
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example, people living with asthma, heart disease, canother
lung health condition may experience more severe symptoms,
more frequent flare-ups, or a faster decline in their healthThis is
similar to how drinking alcohol canincrease the severity of

illnesses like diabetes or heart disease.

1 Spending time in places with very high levels of air pollution
(having very highshort-term exposure) can trigger the
symptoms of existing health conditions like asthmaand heart

disease (stroke).For example, it can provoke asthma attacks,

increase the risk of heart attacks and strokes, and worsen
breathing difficulties. This is similar to howbeing in a really dusty

| YYOWHe Ullg! RASHGAE. W YG WYUKt W

There has only been one recorded deatim the UKin which air
pollution was formally identified as a cause of deathThis is lecause
it is difficult to say exactly which individual cases of ilinesses are

caused by air pollution

The one exception i€lla AdocKissi-Debrah, who becamethe first
GUIl + YUWaqY WG ¢ 2réddiided &R b ¢HE¥ d@f deatimrih&rU k LW
death certificate. Elladied after asevereasthma attackin 2013 aged

just nine years old

12
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only afterwards that Rosamundinvestigated local air pollution levels
discovering that a busy road near to their home had illegally high

levels of air pollution.

Rosamundcampaigned for many yeardo have air pollution formally
recognisedasaf ¢ 2t IJWY n WWE G { ¢crestltidbnirctiopCarabdert q 6 G
for Inner South Londorcoming to this conclusion at the inquest into

EGdckt W W¢qbto

Although Ella did not live in Camdenher legacyand her motherk t
campaigning hashighlighted the devastating consequences that poor

air quality can have foiindividuals, families,¢ UT WHY G G2 URq R 13t
story hashad a profound impact on how we think about our

responsibility for improving air quality and protecting the health of

communities in Camden.
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IN DETAIL: How exactly does air pollution affect our bodies?

Pollution in the air we breathe is inhaled into our lungsSome of the main types
of air pollution (nitrogen oxides (NOXx), particulate matter (PM) and ozone can

cause inflammation to the tissue in our lungs.

Particulate matter air pollution can contain various chemicalsthat react with
fat molecules in our cells, andif this happens a lot, or over a long period of

time, this can damageour cells and organ systems.

Because particulate matter air pollution includes tiny particles, some of these
can cross from our lungs into our blood These patrticles are then transported

around the body, and can cause their damaging effect in many other places.

Some forms of air pollution also cause chemical imbalances, and some can

affect our genes.

Thisis why air pollution does not only affect our lungs, but is also linked with
other health conditions affecting the heart, brainand other body systems. It is

also why the effects of air pollution can be passed between generations.

13
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How air pollution
impacts the body

* Stroke
* Brain development

* Mental health
.’/ * Dementia

e Skin ageing

* Lung diseases

e Asthma

* Lung cancer

* Lung development
* Pneumonia

* Heart disease
* High blood
pressure

 |nsulin resistancy"
& diabetes

* Bone metabolism

* Blood clots /

* Premature birth
* Low birthweight
* Decreased sperm quality
e lliness during pregnancy

cleanairhub.org.uk

global |#%#
acfion | Department
pICln for Environment

Food & Rural Affairs

Figure 1: How air pollution affects the body. Credit:
Global Action Plan
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What are the recommended limits for these air
pollutants?

There are legal limits for air pollution in the UKThese are higher than
the limits recommended by health experts, so meeting the legal limits

does not mean there is no risk to health.

For this reason, Camden Council has adopted the much stricter air
quality guideline limits recommended by the World Health

Organization (WHO)We were the first council to do this.

We have committed to achieve these limits everywhere in Camden by

the end of 2034. We havealso given ourselves interim targets for 2026

and 2030 to help to measure progress.

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE
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Figure 2:UK legal limits andCamden's targets for NQ (nitrogen

The graph (Figur@)t 6 Ys+ wocal WUkt WrHG e ULlle R (ydioxide), PM, (coarse particulate matter), and PM; (fine

well as our interim targets for 2026 and 2030, and the UK legal limits

for comparison.

The Mayor of Londomas committed to achieving thelOug/m® WHO
finteriGi Wa ¢ | fOrIPg LiitougHout London by 2030. This is the
bealwWwet woearl 130 ksfol26B6.1 N1Jq Wn Y1 WA ~

particulate matter). In order, the bars show: UK legal limit;
Camden interim target for 2026; Camden interim target for
2030; Camden target for 2034 The horizontal linesand arrows
are to help illustrate the difference between the legal limits an
9¢ual WUBL OY I RXoKbedihits Bng tamets are
expressed as annual mean (average) concentrations, in
micrograms of pollution per cubic metre of air.

Note: No Camdeninterim target for 2026is shown for PMs
because the final World Health Organiztion interim target for
this pollutant is 10ug/m3, and most of our monitoring sites
already meet this.
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Air pollution and climate In Camden we make sure that our work to improve air quality and

tackle the climate crisis are combined to avoid unintended
Air pollution and climate change are different challengesbut we need

consequence s.
to tackle them together.

_ o o Examples of unintended consequences would be:
Air pollution is not the same as carbon dioxide or greenhouse

gases, which cause our climate tobecome hotter but do notusually 1 Ifwe switched to a different vehicle fuel because it releasedewer

affect our health inthe direct waythat air pollution does. greenhouse gases and therefore has a lower impact on global
heating, but the production of the fuel is actually worse fotocal

Some types of air pollutant s also contribute to the climate crisis air quality. The shift to diesel véicles to help address climate

by having aheating effect on the climate. These include black carbon goals in the 2000ss a good example of this the impact of diesel

(soot) and ozone when this is formed at ground leveBut whenwe on local air quality was not fully consideredleading to a

talk about air pollution we are mainlyreferring tothings that affect worsening of air quality.

health rather than climate.
1 Ifwe burned wood for heating or electricity generation because it

Many of the effects of climate warming can harm us, like extreme heat Rt WqWHSGURHACTGG! WhHCI HYUWU2 gl ¢ K 4
and severe weather In some cases climate change can increase air local air quality, and releases more carbon than using gas.
pollution , for example during heatwaves when there are usually 1 If wefocused only on air filtration and air purifiers without

higher levels of ozone, and when extreme heat causes firgsvhich reducing air pollution, and increased our use of electricitywhich

release air pollution. would increase our climate impacts.

1 If weimproved building energy efficiency by reducing air

permeability without thinking about ventilation, and found that we

15
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were spending more time indoors in spaces with worse indoor air

quality as a result.

There is more information about the interactions between air

pollution, local air quality, and climate inthe Air quality and our

changing climate section of this document

Air pollution and biological air contaminants

When we talk about air pollution and air quality, we are usually
not referring to viruses, bacteria , fungi and mould, or other
airborne pathogens . This is becauseUK airquality laws require usto
focus our Action Plan specifically on gas, particle and chemical air

pollutants.

However, many of the actions that weaake to improve indoor air
quality will also help to reduceour exposure to (and the health risk

from) damp and mould andairborne pathogens.

We have designed our actions around indoor air quality to support

9¢0l DUkt Ws YI t WqYWgeHt aIWI ¢ dGcWe UT WaGYedl LWF ;

indoor spaces . Figure 3: A portable thermometer showing a
temperature of 47.8 degrees at a bus stop in
Camden during a heatvave in 2026. At the same
time, there were high levels of air pollution partly

caused by the heatwave. Photo credit Chin Chin
Lam.

<&
"’/ Sy
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What Clean Air for Camden means The strategic commitments are:

Ourgoal is to achieve clean air in CamderiWe want Camden to be a 1. 9¢aT WUkt WERI Whea ¢t Ra! WG YNI ¢Ga1NAL

place where nobody gets ill because of the air they breathe . projects and policies will be guided bya set ofprinciples (see

S . _ o guiding principles listbelow)
We want this to include the air both outdoors and indoors, inside our

homes’ SChOOIS, Workp|aces and pub“c bu"d'ngs 2. Camden CounCiI W|" Comm|t to aCh|eV|ng the most Stl’ingent

evidence-based air quality targets available, in as short a
Our air quality targets help to drive our progress towards this goal. timeframe as possible

The Camden Clean Air Strategy 20192034 3. 9¢0l DUkt Ws Yl t WqYWRGOGI Y2IJWe-kd Whe ¢

and evidence-based

The Camden Clean Air Strategy 2019034 formalises the vision for a

. . . _ 4, V DWs RGO WIUOY 2l WWgéWwocecal WUkt We RI LW
borough with clean air for everyong It lists a set ofseven strategic

, . . . . . are interlinked
commitments forimproving air quality and protecting health. It also
lists some guiding principles for how we want to achieve our goals. 5. We will measure and report on changes in air quality (resulting

from our actions or otherwise) with transparency and openness

6. We will not be afraid to deviate from the norm and to push beyond
statutory obligations or legal limits if these do not go far enough in

protecting public health

7. Camden willdevelop our action plans, strategies and other
programmes of work to improve air qualitg Rq 6 W9 ¢ G T UK t L

residents, businesses and community groups

17
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The guiding principles are:

Camden Clean Air Strategy
2019-2034

V i UWadet quwl YWI2 11! qdé RUN Wyislodlfsrcal Wa Y WI 1J¢ G Rt
borough in which no person experiences ill health as a result of

the air they breathe
V  Air pollution can affect anyone, at any stage of life

V  Some people are more severely affected by air pollution because
they are exposed to more of it, or because they have existing

health vulnerabilities, and we must tackle this health inequity

V  We must all take action, collectively and individually, to reduce

our contribution and exposure to air pollution

Introduction

The Camden Clean Air Strategy 2019-2034 sets out Camden'’s long-term vision for improving air quality
and protecting public health from the effects of air pollution whilst also tackling the disproportionate

V Clean air is better for our health now and in the future nipact that poor ale qualty haS 6n SSma gioups:

The Camden Clean Air Strategy 2019-2034 covers the period from the publication of our first Camden
Clean Air Action Plan (2019-2022) after the Council adopted World Health Organization (WHO) air

H H H HP H uality guidelines in January 2018 through to the 2034 deadline for complying with the revised WHO
V We can address air pollution, the climate crisis and wellbeing bapiiAstony bl kv b
The Strategy provides a framework and vision for statutory Clean Air Action Plans to deliver the short- to
tog ether medium-term actions and outcomes needed to achieve the long-term objectives.
Background and context

Camden'’s citizens’ call to action

In the Camden 2025 community vision for the borough, Camden’s citizens expressed a desire for
Camden to be a 'clean, vibrant, sustainable place to live’ where 'no person experiences poor health as a
result of the air they breathe’. This has served as our guiding principle since, and the message is echoed
in We Make Camden, which captures the current priorities of Camden's citizens.

Page 15 of 81

Figure 4: Cover of the Camden Clean Air Strategy
2019-2034.
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How the Clean Air Action Plan relates to other documents and strategies

Legal duties and national targets

Local authorities have a legal responsibilityo measure air quality. If
air pollution is higher than the legal limits, local authorities must
create Air Quality Management Areas and creatan Air Quality Action

Planto improve air quality.

Camden Council created an Air Quality Management Area in 2001,

covering the whole of the borough.

The Camden Clean Air Action Plan 2022030 will be our new Air
Quality Action Plan,and this will satisfy our legal duty. This follows

our previous Clean Air Action Plans.

9¢al WUkt We RI Whre strigté tnanlihe edallindity forlll
the UK, and our Clean Air Action Plan exceeds the legal

requirement s for local authorities .

London

The Greater London Authority (GLA) is responsible for ensuring the 32
London Boroughs and the City of London areomplying with their

legal responsibilities for air quality.

19

The Mayor of London and the GLA haa® ambition for London to

have the best air quality of any major world city by 205@o protect
health and to minimise inequality.As part of this commitment the
GLAencourages the London local authorities to maintain their AQMAS
until the World Health Organization (WHO) air quality guideline limits

are met.
The Camden Clean Air Action Plan 20272030 will help to achieve

q6lW~c¢! YI WYnWwx YOI YUKkt We GdndRhedryit Wn Y I

London.

Camden Councill

We Make Camdens the overarching vision for Camden, and contains

b 132 13 Sc HiRWh R YR H kRavdiift #%6 ¢ G § icddng:t K

1 Camden should be a green, clean, vibrant, accessible, and
sustainable place

1 Camden should be a borough where every child has the best start
in life

1 Camdenshould have enough decent, safe, and warm housing
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f 9c¢al WUkt Wt q¢ qllt WEHiddbENdaktyand Y 2 | 6 WielClean Air Action Plan 2022030also supports, and is supported

sustainable by:

f 9c¢al VUKt WGYHRCOGWIHYUYG! Wt 6 Ye dl WHIYLWCandeh GlimatelActoh ljan ROZ&E-29801J A Wc U1 LW

inclusive 1 Camden Transport Strategy 2019-2041

1 Camdenk tommunities should support good health and § Camden Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2025 -2030

wellbeing

1 Camden Biodiversity Strategy (Making Space for Nature in

1 Camden should tackle injustice and inequality Camden)

Our Clean Air Action Plan 2027-2030 supports We Make Camden 1 Camden Tree Planting Strategy

because having cleanerairwill HIJWN Y YT Wn Yl W20 ! YOIkt WE1J¢E 0 a6
I Camden Local Plan 2017 and Draft Local Plan 2025

will help to ensure children have a good start to life, it will help to

improve the healthiness and comfort of homesand the sustainability Other relevant plans and strategies include thé.ove CamdenCultural
of our estates and neighbourhoods It will support local businesses Strategy2026-2031, the Evening& Night-Time Strategy2024-2029,
and employers to improve workplace air quality and reduce impacts and the Camden Marketand Street TradingStrategy2026-2031.

for surrounding communities, and will work to tackle the health

inequity and social injustice that air pollutionworsens.

The Clean Air Action Plan 20272030 is an important component of

how Camden Council will achieve its wider strategic objectives.

20
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Who has created this plan We also work withexternal partners, including:

TheCamden Clean Air Action Plan 20272030 has been created by ' Community organisations, neighbourhood groups, anaharities

- o Y s Z, . z I .
9c¢cul WUkt W Téam,Whhdeedbdlmandliecommendations 1 Businessesand employers
also contributed by Camden residents atseveral community

conversations we held during the process of drafting the Plan. T Schools, nurseries, and play centres

1 Campaigns like Global Action Plan, Clean Air Dajums for

. o Y S Z o . ~ ' Ho? “Z Lo gy
9¢al WUkt W RI idlpaet of @ & g 1L 9K SLiStaritdiliky } Altl Lungs,and Camden Breathing Better

Quality and Energyservice. We are committed to making9 ¢ G 1 IJUKk t LW

air cleaner and safer for everyone, to help protect and improve T The NHS and healthcare organisationsncluding hospitals and

211 YOUKY WEEdad GPs

M Universities and researchers
Who we work with

9 Other local authorities, especially the London boroughs
GqéYenN6Wg6JW RI WAz2¢tGRqa! WNWDcOGWEet WY211 cadaw Wt YUt RARGRa! WnY!lI wWocarl WA
Clean Air Action Plan and ouair quality programme, we think T Transport for London and the Greater London Authority
everyone can have somgositive involvement inmaking our air 91 Government departments

healthier and safer.

We work withmany teams across Camden Councilfrom Health and
Wellbeing to Housing, from Transporto Trading Standards.
Achieving clean air for Camden involves people working in

different roles .
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Air pollution in Camden

Outdoor air pollution

Air pollution comes from many differentsources. Most of the
pollution that we are concerned about comes from human

activities , but somecomes from natural processes.

There is also more we can do to control and reduce air pollution from

human activities, so we focus on this.

The human sources of air pollution:

1 Using fossil fuels in engines, heating systems, and power

generation and industrial processes
1 Cooking and heating food
1 Burning garden and household waste
1 Construction sites
i Using chemicals, solvents, and synthetic products
9 Dust and particles from tyres and brakes in vehicles
1 Farming (machinery and emissions from fertiliser and manure)

1 Factories and power stations

22

1 Ships and aeroplanes

The natural sources of air pollution:
1 Volcanic eruptions
i Desert dust

1 Smoke from forest, moorland, and grassland fires T although
the increasing frequency of fires is caused bglimate change,

which is the result of human activities

Air pollution is complex. Some types of pollution are very reactive in
the air, meaningif they are notinhaled they are likely toreact with

other gases and chemicals to produce something else.

With reactivetypes ofair pollutants (like nitrogen dioxide NG,) we
often find there are large differences in the concentrations (the
amount of pollution in the air)in different places. For example, next to

a busy road compared to a park.

Some types of pollution are less reactiveand we find there are

smaller differences when comparing different places.
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Where air pollution in Camden comes from 100%

5.2%
9.5%

0.1%

90%

Figure3 shows what we think the main sources of pollution in 23.7%

80%

Camden are. This has been calculated by the Greater London 20.3%

3.7%
5.8%

0.0%

Authority (GLA) and Transport for London (TfL), with help from 70%
researchers.

50%

44.9% 28.2%

This represents the emissions of pollutionwithin the borough of 40%

Camden. This will be combined withair pollution that is emitted 30%

outside of Camden and iscarried by the wind intothe borough. We 20%

Percelgage of total emissions within Camden

HeGOWag6 Rt Whal ¢ Ut AV2UT 61 1 k WERI WEY G 250 RO 21720+ we F 218% o R V U L
crosses over administrative or political borders 0% .
NOXx PM2.5
In Camden, buildings are now the largest source of air pollution, both @ Other
from the way they are heated and also from kitchens in restaurants, @ Construction (dust and machinery)
hotels, pubs, and takeaways. OHomes (gas, wood and coal heating, cooking and garden machinery)
@Trains
Vehicles are still an important source of air pollution in Camden but @ Commercial cooking

the combination of cleaner engines, electric vehiclesand better @ Commercial buildings (heat, power, and processes)

cycling and walking infrastructure means the total amount of @ Road vehicles

pollution from vehicles has reduced. Figure 5: A stacked bar graph showing the relative contribution of
different sources of pollution to total emissions of nitrogen oxides
(NOx) and fine particulate matter (PMs) in Camden. Data from the
London Atmospheric Emissions Inventory, published 2025Sources
are listed in the order they appear in the graph, from top to bottom.
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Why we measure air quality

We measure air quality because we need to know if the air we are
breathing is safe and healthy, or if it is harmful and can damage our

health.

How we measure air quality

We measure air quality by measuring different types of air pollutants

in the air(the concentration of air pollution).

We use several different kinds of equipment to measure air

pollutants.

We useautomatic monitors to measure NQ, particles (PM) and
ozone (Q). These monitors produce very preciséata. Automatic
monitors are expensive so we can only use a smatargeted numberin

Camden.

We usepassive monitors called diffusion tubes to measure
nitrogen dioxide (NQ). These are cheap, so we can measure N
many places. The quality of the data iseasonably good, but not as

accurate as using automatic monitors.

24

Both automatic monitors and diffusion tubes are considered to be
suitable for local authorities to use for our legal responsibility to
measure air quality, and to compare air pollution levels against the

legal limits for the UK.

There is more information on the following pages about diffusion
tubes and automatic monitors, including examples of how we use the

data.

When we talk about air quality monitoringand air pollution limits, we
are talking about the concentration of air pollutants in the air. This is
important to know because the harm that air pollution can do to our
bodies depends on how much pollution we are breathing compared

to everything else in the air that is not harmful.

On the next page you will find an explanation about the difference
between measuring emissions of air pollution and measuring

concentrations of air pollution.
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IN DETAIL: The difference between emissions and concentrations

Air pollution is dynamic. The molecules and particlesn the air do not exist permanently. They can be deposited on surfaces and washed away

by rain, they can be destroyed or transformed by chemical processes, and they can be absorbetb our bodieswhen they are breathed in

In order to reduce the harm that air pollution causes to our bodies, to society, and to the environment, we need to know hawch new

pollution is being created, and how much isalready present in the air in different places.

Measuring emission s of air pollutants tells us how much new pollution is being created. Usually this is expressed as the mass (weight) of
pollution released into the air over a specific timeframe. For examplair quality modelling datafrom the London Atmospheric Emissions

Inventory (LAEljells us that about 19 tonnes of fine particulate matter (PMs) was emitted in Camdenduring 2022,

However, knowing the emissions of pollutantscannot tell us whether the air in a specific place is safe to breathe. That is why weasure
concentrations of air pollutants too. Concentrations are expressed as the average mass of pollution per volume of air (usually one cubic
metre, m®) in a specific location over a specific time period. For example, wiahow that in 2022 the average concentration of Pp in the air
next to Euston Road wad.2 micrograms (12 thousandths of one gram) per cubic metre of ait2ug/m?. This is the average akadingstaken

every hour throughout 2022 and is higher than théNorld Health Organization target that Camden has committed to.

Concentr ations is the
amount of pollution in the
air.

Emissions is the
amount of pollution
created or released

25
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Diffusion tubes

Diffusion tubes are small clear plastic tubes that contain a chemical

that reacts with nitrogen dioxide (NGQ) pollution in the air.

When NG reacts in the diffusion tube, it is absorbed into a small
mesh disc. We weigh the amount of Nexhat has been collected in

the mesh disc.

?Rnnat RYUlWlgqe HIJY Wel JWHE O

are no electrical parts to them. We simply put them up where we want

to measure air quality and leave thenthere for about one month.
After one month we seal the tube with a rubber cap and send it to a

laboratory to weigh the amount of NQ@in the mesh disc.

We can calculate how much air goes into the diffusion tube each
hour, so we record when the diffusion tube was first installed and
when it was sealed so that we know how much air in total went into

the tube.

This allows us to calculate the average concentration of NOn the air
at that location, during the total period of time the diffusion tube was

there.

G107 Wh Get t(40ug/mh e 109 ¢ G T
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Figure 7 (right): Diffusion tubes
for measuring nitrogen dioxide
(NOy). There are three tubes
here so that we can calculate ar
average reading, to produce
more reliable data.

Figure 6 (below): A graph
showing annual average NQ@
levels at several diffusion tube
monitoring locations in
Camden. TheUK legal limit
30 bt
target for 2026 (30ug/m), and
our WHO target for 2034
(10pg/md) are also shown.
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Figure 8 (right): An automatic

Automatic monitoring monitor on Kilburn High Road. — = |
This one was installed in 2026 §_{ = =
Automatic air quality monitoring uses electrical sensors that and measures nitrogen dioxide § & &

(NOy), coarse particulate

continuously measure the amount of air pollution in the air in a . :
matter (PMo), fine particulate

particular location. matter (PM.s), and ozone(Os). . ;
Figure 9 (below): A graph : e |
Automatic monitors must be serviced and calibrated regularly. showing daily average nitroger

dioxide (NG, concentration Tt
measured on Camden High
correct, by testing them with a controlled sample of air. Street from January 2023 to
March 2026. It is clear to see
the reduction in NG, from May
W5025 onwards, due to the trial -
can see how air quality changes over much shorter periods of time (andpedestrianisation of Camden ;

Calibration is where we make sure the readings from the monitor are

Because automatic monitors are continuously measuring air pollution,

, , b viee High Street.
in much more detail) than we can with diffusion tubes E?O
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Air guality modelling

Air quality monitoringtells us the amount of air pollution at a
particular location over a specific time period. It cannot tell us about
where the pollution comes from and which activities contribute the

most to it.

Air quality modelling helps to fill in these gapsn our knowledge The

main air quality modeling databasefor London that we use is called

q6UWx YOT YOW qaVvi G611l REHWEGRY + RY Ut wWPXROYHeLes + wv i wh x

The latest LAEI dataset was published in 2025 and shows thailding
heating and commercial kitchens (restaurants, takeaways, pubs and
cafes) are now the largest sources of nitrogen dioxide (Nand fine

particulate matter (PM:s) air pollution in Camden.

What we do not measure

We do not measure ultrafine particulate matter (UFP) air pollution,
which are particles smaller than 100 nanometres (10,000 times
smaller than one millimetre). UFP may be more dangerous for health
than larger particles, because its tiny size means it can ore easily
pass from the lungs into our blood, and from there to other parts of

the body.

28
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We also do not measure particle number(PN)concentration, which is
the number of particles per cubic metre of airPN is useful to know
because the same mass of particulate matter in the air (for example
10pg/m?®) could containa very large number of very small, light
particles, or it could contain a smaller number of relatively larger,
heavier particles. We might expect a larger number of smaller
particles to pose a larger risk for health because of the larger total

surface area of these particles, whichmcreases their potential to

Ef K 1O

The reason we do not measure UFRRB becauseour PMsand PMo
measurements include all of the tiny particles that fall within the
ultrafine size fraction. The reason we do not measure PN is because
there is currently not an established way of interpreting PN

measurementsin terms of potential health risks.

We do notmeasure volatile organic compounds(VOC)outdoors,
because the measurement equipment for VOCs is specialised and

expensive.

We encourage theexpansion ofair quality monitoring for these types

of air pollution, so that the public, researchers, and regulatory
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authorities have a better understanding of the range of different types 1 Natural processeslike volcanos

of air pollution that can affect our health and the envosnment.

1 Natural and humancaused processes like forest fires

Air pollution that comes into Camden from elsewhere

Some types of air pollutantscan be transported large distances in the
air. This means the emissios of pollution in one place can affect the

health of people or the environmentar away.

Air quality in Camden is affected in this way. This means that some of
the damagethat air pollution causesq Y LUGIJY GG UKk t WGP ¢ G a
due to pollution sources outside of our borough. We sometimes call

q6 Rt Whql ¢Ut HY2 UT ¢l ! K WWERI WGYTde qR)

Some of the main sources of transboundary air pollutiothat is not

emitted in Camden but still affects our air qualityare:

Figure 10: Air pollution from a power station in Europe. Photo cred

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECEPress
I Aeroplanes and airports Release:w) E 9 E bt 109 Y U 2 13 Urang ey Twahash dliHobary Aim
Pollution celebrates 30th Anniversary 2009.

1 Ships

1 Farming and agriculture
1 Electricity generation that uses fossil fuels

1 Industrial activity that uses fossil fuels
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Indoor air quality

Air quality is not only something we should think about
when we are outdoors

Air pollution is not only an outdoor issue. Poor air quality can also be
found indoorsy in homes, workplaces, schools, hospitals, health

centres and care homes.

Recent evidence shows that indoor air quality can often be worse
than outdoor air quality?”®. Everyday activities such as cooking,
cleaning and burning fuel can create indoor air pollutionWe typically
spend up to 90% ofour time indoors, so improving the air we breathe

inside buildings is important for protecting health.

Exposure to air pollution can cause and worsen a range of health
conditions affecting our heart, lungs, and brainlt also places
significant pressure on the NHS, social care serviceand the wider

economy, with estimated costs of £2750 billion per year.

Poor indoor air quality also contributes to health inequalities. Lower
income households are more likely to experience poor indoor air
quality and related health problems because homes areoften
smaller but mayhave more people living in themWe also typically

see that air pollution exposure is higher for racially minoritised

30

communities, and this leads to an increased prevalence of health
conditions linked to air pollution among these communities.For
example, in Camden the prevalence of asthmas higher among Asian

and Blackchildren than among white children.

Improving outdoor and indoor air quality will help to tackle health

inequalities and environmental health injustice

Action for indoor air quality will also help to reduce
damp and mould

Improving indoor air quality often involves improving ventilation. This
will have the benefit of helping to reduce the buileup of water vapour
in the air inside our homes, and this can reduce the likelihood of us

experiencing damp and mould from condensation.

Some actionsto reduce the sources of air pollution indoors wilklso
help to reduce the creation of water vapour. For example, replacing a
gas hob (stove) with an induction one will remova source of water
vapour in the kitchen (because the reaction of burning gas forms

water vapour along with carbon dioxide, Cg).

Taking steps to improve indoor air quality can help to reduce the

risk of damp and mould.
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Air quality and our changing climate
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How local air pollution affects climate

The mainreason toreduce local air pollution is to protect and
improve GIJ Y G i 1J k antldfeldté aihejadthidr, stronger community

and economy.

However, some of the air pollutants thaharm our health also
contribute to climate change. These include groundevel ozone(Os),
some forms of particle air pollution, and some volatile organic
compounds (VOCs). For example, black carbon (soot$ produced

whenwood, solid fuels, or diesel is burned. Because itis dark in

HYOYel AWRaqlWI¢ Ht YI Hi UMhich addsVeat drepdyidllt 2

the atmosphere and contributes to global warming

This means there is a doublevin from reducing these types of air

pollution because we will also be helping to reduce climate impacts.

How climate affects local air pollution

Our changing climate will also affect air quality in CamdenSunlight
and heatprovide the conditions forcreating ozone air pollutionat
ground level We can expect that the levels of ozone in spring and
summer will increase over timeas ourclimate warms and we

experience moreheatwaves.
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Additionally, when we experience extremely hot weather which is
more likely and will become more commonr we can expect that there

will be accidental fires caused by excess heat.

This happened in 2022 when temperatures in London reached 40
degrees for the first time. The smoke that is released by house fires,
rubbish fires, and fires in grassland or moorland can be extremely
harmful for human health. We consider this to be a sericgiair
pollution incident. In this way, our changing climate is likely to cause
more air pollution incidents, and we need to be prepared to respond

to these in @ way that helps to keep people safe and well.
Ukt WUl n!

How climate affects how we manage air quality and
protect health

Heat can be dangerous for our health. Older people, babies and
infants, and people with existing health conditions are especially
vulnerable because the heat places their bodies under stress that

they may not be able to cope with.

Air pollution is often worse during heatwaves, for the reasons noted

above. There is scientific evidence to show that the combined effect
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of extreme heat and high levels adir pollution is more harmful for our avoided health damage costs from reduced air pollution into the

health than extreme heat and high air pollution taken independently. business case forreplacing the gas heating system at one of the
9YezURRGKt WHe RGT RUNY 1O

This means it isespecially important for us to ensure our

communications and awarenessraising about summertime air How we will respond to climate threats to local _air
pollution also provides advice about staying well during hot weather ualit

and that ourhot weather health advice includes information about We willneed to become better prepared to give out important health

reducing exposure to air poliution. advice at short notice to people who live and work in Camden, in the

) ] event of an air pollution incident that is causedy our changing
How will we respond to these challenges in Camden

climate. This could include, for example, improving our
We will continue to strengthen the linlsHIJ a5 1313 0W9 ¢ G T JUK t tommunitativascclaRnals ttreach people who have health

climate programmes. conditions that make them especially vulnerable to air pollution.
This includes making sure our actions to improve air qualitiake . &\
- . - Eire / Irolant D“Py,n » ). Sheffield -
account of any potential impacts on (and from) climate, and that we xmﬂw o i
Nottingham

maximise any opportunities to support the climate programme oot o Sampse

f Milton

through our air quality work. dse ST
Swansea Ca[diﬂ Lon. ‘ Middelburg o

7 Dunkerque —RL Dusse
It also means making sure our climate programme takes account of P o e dlgier R !
(and avoids) any potential impacts on local air quality, and that we Figure 11: A portion of apollution forecast taken from the
maximise any opportunities for helping to improve local air quality Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) UK /

Pollution forecast webpage: https://uk-

through our climate work. This could include, for example, adding the air.defra.gov.uk/forecasting/
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Part 3: What we have been doing,

and how it is going

This part of the Clean Air Action Plan 2027-2030 looks at:

1 What we have done so far to improve air quality
1 Case studies and examples of our headline projects

1 How air quality in Camden has changed
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What we have done so far to improve air quality in Camden

Overview 9 AUl eI WERI WGYhdGeqRYUWNI Yawocarl 1J
switching more vans and cars to electric vehicles, which now
Gct Vle GW=ZPEWYnWecdaWYel W2UE6RHATII IC

‘. . o L e LndWgqUWRt WOYs WAYAGGOGRcUqWs Rad Wx YUIT
RGOGI Y2IUWERI Whe ¢ G Ra! Wdrda aiti@lluvoa. I H q WUGIIY GG Ik t WEWJE Gab

1 Led Londonwide public awareness campaigns featuring

Since 2019, in support of our ambitiorto be a orough with clean air

for everyone.Camden Council hascompleted many projectsto

So far we have: billboards, online, and radio adverts about air pollution from

1 Helped people to travel sustainably and more safely byuilding vehicle engine idling and smoke from wood burning stoves and

25 kilometres (15 miles) ohew or upgraded cycle lanesand 430 fireplaces.

bike storage hangars. f Strengthening our approach for enforcing against avoidable air

f Supported the transition to electric vehicles byinstalling 550 GYdideqRYUWH! We Gl ¢ qRUNDIW9 ¢dTl WUKY WE

electric vehicle charging points T 2RI WAqI! W Wi er#RONWERI WGYdde qRY UL

f  Helped protect the health of schoolchildren learning in Camden replacing gas heating systems with clean electric heating at sites

by creating 30 permanent Healthy School Streets. such as Swiss Cottage library, Acland Burghley School and

Highgate library.
1 Improved air quality in public spaces by proviohg clean electrical

power supplies for ice cream vans at four popular tradingpots. 1 Helped to reduce air pollution from construction machinery by

joining the Cleaner Construction for London project, with 115

1 Accelerated the transition to cleaner vehicles by introducing the o L i
building sites in Camden audited from 2020 to 2025 to make sure

first Air Quality Surcharge for older, more polluting petrol and .
Quality g P gp the rules are being followed.

diesel vehicles.
1 Providedair quality training for more than 250NHS staff and

healthcare workers, so that theyhave the knowledge and
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confidence to givetheir patients practical advice about air

quality.

1 Built local knowledge about indoor air qualityby supporting a
research projectat the London School of Economics, andby
loaning home air quality monitorsto 95 residents in Camdenby
the end of 2025

1 E6c¢l Wl WeRI Wheé¢dRa! WeOT WHIRGE ql WEL viire Jd = M
: FOR GAMDEN
¢UT W9 TRGCqUW[ I R CeivdiettelddOwhiahl até SantlU 1] G

out every two months to morethan 900 ecipients.

1 Worked with teams across the Council to make sure air quality is

considered early in the process of designing new projects and

policy decisions, and when procuring new contracts for council

services.

Figure 12: A stakeholder eventfor the Clean Air forCamden
Schools programme.

1 Secured £2.3m in grant funding to deliveair quality projects in

Camden and across London in partnership with other boroughs.
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Cleaner Filming for Camden

S *% &%
Sustainabfe Film e Samden

@FHIMAR  avor oF Lonbon

Camden is a popular borough for filming. Ouvibrant streets, iconic architecture, and

green spaces often appear in filrs and televisionshows.

Unfortunately, this has an impact on our air quality, because film setsequire electricity for
lighting, crew catering, and accommodation and this is usually provided by diesel

generators.

Cleaner Filming for Camden is a small experimental project to try twork with the filming
industry to become more sustainable and better for local air quality and public healtht is

Gel qa! WneUT UT WAH! WaéWW~¢! Y1 WYnwWx YOT YUkt W R

9¢ 0T WUkt W RI WAzc¢cdRq! WaqW¢hWset WHIIWU peovidet RU.
guidance for reducing emissiongrom filming. The guidancencludes recommendations

for choosing the smallest and most efficient generators, alternative power supply systems Figure 13: Cover of an FilmFixeemission
reduction report for a film set, created by the

(like hybrid generatorbattery combinations), and using cleaner vehicles. Cleaner Filming for Camden project.

Since autumn 2024 the project has audited 17 othocation film sets, supporting changes
that save an average 00.8kg fine particulate matter(PM:s), 4.7kg nitrogen dioxide (NG)
and 0.4 tonnes carbon dioxide (C¢) per dayof filming for each film set. Theeduced air
pollution represents approximately£960 in avoided public health costs for a single one
week filmingshoot on one location. As the project continues, the total savings will

continue to build, helping to ensure filming in Camden is cleaner and healthier fas all.
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Clean power for ice cream vans and canal boats

There are some situations where diesel engines are used because there is no suitable

alternative.

For ice cream vans, thause ofrefrigeration equipment and ice cream machines means
there is a continual need for electrical power. Irolder vansthis means the engine must

keep running to ensure the vehicle batteries are topped up.

We secured government funding to install electrical power suppliesat several popular ice

cream van locations in the borough, to reduce air pollution and climate impacts.

For people living on canal boatsthe lack of onshore power supplies at visitor moorings
meansit is almost always necessary to have to run the boat engine to keep batteries

topped up whilst moored.

N6 13 WO u fdivellid) Yapuajation has higher rates of longerm iliness compared to the
rest of the country. Boaters in London areften marginalised from decisionmaking, and

many struggleto access public services.

With funding from the Mayor oL.ondon, we installed power suppliesto connect upto 16

Figure 14: Electrical power supplies for

ice cream vans (top) andcanal boats ] . ] o ) o
(bottom). 9clGuGN! WEq! DUqWc Ul WEqKWAEUHI ¢t Wi ¢! AWU¢ | WuRL

boats at a timeto clean, reliable mains electricity at the visitor mooring area between
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Idling Action London

Vehicle engine idling is when a drivéteepsq 6 IJ R | L2 1J 6 RuAningwhenthayaer U 1J
parked or waiting at the side of the road. It does not include queuing in traffic or waiting at

traffic lights or for obstructions.

Drivers often do this because they do not realise it is a problenbut engine idling is illegal
(unless the engine is needed for a specific purpose, like powering machinery or specialist
equipment) and against the Highway CodeMost importantly, it is a completely avoidable

source of air pollution that can harm the health of the driver, any passengers, and people

near the vehicle.In placeswith heavy engine idling, such as schools, health centres, and

high streets, this posesa long-term health risk.

Camden leads the Idling Action Londormublic awareness-raising campaign,with funding
from the Mayor of Londoi + LI R WA eThelc&mpaigishoevéhbw engine idling is a
source of air pollution andthatc T YGqRUNDWaq6 JWHYUHUIGqWYn Wh EUN

improve air quality, reduce carbon emissions, and save fuel and money.

Idling Action has achieved 163 million impacts and impressions (opportunities for people

Figure 15: Idling Action London's 'Engine Off,

to see or hear the campaignin Londonin the last two years alone commissioned small Every Stop' awareness campaignwhich featured
four images showingcommon environments
where vehicle engine idling often happens,
enforcement approaches for vehicle engine idling. including outside shops (top) and outside schools
(bottom).

research projects, andsupported London boroughs to adopt and strengtherheir
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Figure 16: The London Wood Burning Projec
public awareness campaign, featuring digita
advertisements (top) and billboard
advertisements (bottom).

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

London Wood Burning Project

Burning wood and other solid fuels in buildings that already have gas or electric heating
creates completely avoidable air pollution. This contributes to public exposure to air
GYlldeqRYUWe UT WG ¢ | fniCamden ldrid many adher padts of Eolidyrd 40
homes and businesses are connected to mains electricity or gasso it is not necessary to

burn wood for heating.

The London Wood Burning Project is an air quality and public health awareness campaign
q6 ¢ aqlURt WG IT WAH! W9 ¢ aT WUKt I6LoRdonlbEa auihdRitps (Howeking G WY U
the majority of the city)¢ UT WRt WGe |l qd! Wne U7 T WH! Wadé dW~¢! YI

The campaign is helping to increase public knowledge about the damage that wood and
solid fuel burning in fireplaces and log burners does to public health and the climat&ince
November 2023 the London Wood Burning Projedbtas achieved81 million impacts and

impressions with the instantly-l JAYNURt ¢ HGWWh 721 U! Kk WARe¢ G0 Ge RNUL

We have alsopublished: a health impact evaluation finding that woodand solid fuel
burning costs London £187m per year in health costs and £10m in economic cosian air
pollution research study, concluding that wood and solid fuel burning leads to localised
pollution hotspots and higher levels near to homes burning these fuelsand undertaken

two surveys of public attitudes towards wood and solid fuel burning.
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Clean Air for Camden Schools

In 2024 we launched thefClean Air for Camden Schoolé LUGI YNNI ¢ G & W Ws Rq 6

Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)

The programme had the ambition to work with schools throughout Camden teach
children about the importance of clean air for health, and to work with school communities

to take action to improve air quality in and around school environments.

We called this the Year of Clean Air for Camden Schools, anccitncluded on Clean Air

Day 2025 witha coordinated celebratory event featuring activities at 10 schools.

Duringthe Year of Clean Air for Camden Schoolse delivered 58 workshops, assemblies,

lessons, and events at 30 different schoolsinvolving 5,200 pupils.

Additional events (outside of the school environment) involved a further 2,000 people

bringing the total number of children and adults engaged in the project to 7,200. ‘C'!n'l!ni‘::wﬁ'”‘"“ B LR schoaicliden r2ie

Project highlights included creating a series of fun classroom and playground activities to

illustrate how air pollution affects health, children creating a series oprofessionally

LTS Y : , /

produced videosraising questions about the sources of air pollution, and the creation of a : ¢ - "i %hon Y =

~ JED I D s TR e o
Figure 17: Clean Air for Camden Schoolsa
monitoring siteon Kilburn High Road. demonstration of lung capacity(top), a fun way to
imagine how choice of travel route can change th
amount of pollution we breathe(middle), and a
video created by Camden pupils(bottom).

bespoke piece of artwork, created by children in Kilburn, to cover a new air quality
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Cleaner Air, Healthier Homes: Indoor Air Quality

Our Camden Clean Air Action Plan 2022026 contained an outcome to improve indoor air

guality in homes in Camden.

Health risks linked to indoor air pollution can often be reduced through simplactions and
practical improvements to home ventilation. Research shows that indoor air quality
monitors can help households improve ventilation and reduce exposure to indoor

pollution, particularly in lower-income households.

In 2022 we launched atrial project to lend indoor air quality monitors to residents living in
Somers Town as part of the Future Neighbourhood 2030 programmEhe monitors were

loaned along withinformation about improving air quality at home.

The monitor loans were popular, andn 2023 we expanded the projecto the rest of
Camdenso that anyone living in the borough can borrow an indoor air quality monitor for

free. By the endof 2025, 90 households had borrowed a monitor.

So far h 2026, we have furtherexpanded the indoor air quality monitor loan schemeto

Figure 18: Images from our indoor air quality reach more households, andwe are working with community organisations and local
programme, showing an indoor air qualityraining
session delivered in partnership with Think & Do
London (top), and a community air quality more people in Camden are empowered with the knowledge and the tools to take action
workshop @ 13T IOH! 1O¢ KOG 3G AHIJI OY N
Quality team (bottom).

services to set up monitor loan hubsand deliver community air quality training so that

for clean air at home and outdoors
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Partnership, collaboration, and leadership : Working with healthcare

As well as working with schools and community organisations, & have worked with
healthcare workers, NHS organisations, and community health championsto raise

awareness of the causes and health impacts of poor air clity.

Health professionals aretrusted to give advice about staying healthy and well. We wanted
to support healthcare professionals tospeak confidently with their patients about how air
quality is an important factor in many health conditions affecting the heart, lungs, and
brain. We also wanted to highlight the opportunities for how the Council can directly

support people to improve air quality as a way of reducing health risks.

Over the past three yearsve havepatrticipated in the North Central London ICS (integrated
care system) Tier 2 and Tier &thma training programme for health professionals by
giving thefenvironmentalT 13 q1J1 d RU¢ Uqt Upartof thédr&ningl Brefar Wekhave Kk
trained more than 250 healthcare professionals, who will novieel more knowledgeable

and confident in givingpractical, helpful advice for patients whose health conditions might

) @ G & G vimeo

be caused or worsened by air pollution. ] ) ) o
Figure 19: ACommunity Champions training

session (top), and a still image from a video
We have also worked with Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children and the Royal created by CamdenCouncil, Great Ormond Street
Hospital, and the Royal College of Paediatrics an
Child Health to demonstrate how to sensitively
accompanying background information to show healthcare workers how they could introduce the topic of air quality in a conversation
with a patient (bottom).

College of Paediatrics and Child HealtHRCPCH)o create aset of short videosand

sensitively approach a conversation about air quality with a patient.
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Cleaner, Fairer Parking

Almost 70% of households in Camden do not have access to a car, and 85ffthe
journeystaken by Camden residents are by walking, cycling, public transport, or another
non-car mode of travel.However, the demand for parking in Camders still much higher

than the amount of space that is available.

The Camden Transport Strategy (CTS) is designed to support healthier, more sustainable
transport for commuting, business, and leisure We use parkingpolicies and traffic

regulations to find a fair balancebetween providing space forparkingand also ensuring

that there is space forpedestrians, cyclists, buses, and other types of vehiclesThisalso

supports atransition to cleaner, less polluting vehcles, and a reduction in vehicle use

st 1 . ultimately reducing climate and air quality impacts andhelping to protect public health.
. Cs\w(c & A ‘ o4, = 9 W
“‘““P‘”‘"‘w gm % G0 2 N ~ Controlled Parking Zones (CPZs) and emissiorsased parking charges are examples of
5 % ;m@’ 2o B how we achieve this in CamdenCPZs limit parking to vehicles that have a specific permit
W ; c AT L e to park in thatarea, and this helps to control demand and the pressure on limited parking
) 2 m ; ﬂ\, space. Emissionsbased parking chargeqlike our Air Quality Surcharge for older petrol and
””’.“;‘:‘:E,,i . diesel vehicles)apply higher costs to the most polluting vehicles, both in terms of their

a0y ensal Towr o e Lot RN
9 evone CAE 9 oy
5 waty i CAED. AT

impact on the climate and on local air quality.

5!

F;gure 20: A photograph showing how roadpace Research commissioned by London Councils hatound that CPZsand increases to

can be used for supporting biodiversity and flood  parking pricesdo reduce the amount of kilometres driven bycars and vans.
resilience instead of car parking (top)and a map

of controlled parking zones (CPZs) in Camden

(bottom). 43
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How air quality has changed in Camden

Changes in concentrations of air pollution reduction over this time period. AllB8 monitoring sites have seen a
reduction from 2019 to 2025.

Outdoor air qualityin Londonhas improved vastlysince the days of

hG#ere GUI & WnYNt We OT W6 W WEVSEIh thelladt] | 136 goleFh XJAdHY 1L MR Ras exceededat 29 out of thess long-

10 years we have seen a dramatic reduction in nitrogen dioxide (MO term monitoring sites (33%). In2025, the legal limit was exceeded at

and particulate matter (PM) air pollution This is largely because w only two of these sites (2.3%)and bothwere on Euston Road.

have cleaner vehicleswith more efficient engines and emission

controls (including a growing portion ofelectric vehicles on the In 2025, as well as 9.7% ofthe long-term diffusion tube sites

roads), cleaner construction machinery, better management complying with the legal limit,88.6% also met our30pg/m?® Camden
practices for construction dust, and cleanerheating and power interim target for 20261 a year early. 2% of the monitoring sites also
systems with many fewer buildings using solid or liquicfuels. met our 20pug/m? interim target for 2030, although none had yet

achieved our ultimate 10ug/n? World Health Organizationraligned

In many parts of Camdenthe UK legal limit for N@Qhas been met.In target for 2034 (Thelowest-NO site in 2025 measued 12.9ug/m?.)
fact, in 2025 out of 404 diffusion tube N@monitoring sites only three

exceeded the 40ug/nilegal limit; all three of these sites were located Statistic 2019 2025
along Euston Roadwhich isthe busiest road in the borough : "
'(\flgit;;‘r?];)he legal limit 60 /88 (67%) | 86/ 88 (97.7%)

There are88 diffusion tube NO, monitoring sites in Camden that have i ntar

o _ , Meeting our 2026 interim 14/ 88(15.9%) | 78/ 88 (88.6%)
measured outdoor air quality every year since the start of our series of target (30pg/m?)

' ' Meeting our 2030 interim

Clean Air Action Plans (2019). {arget (920pg/m 5 0/88(0%) 37/ 88 (42%)
The average change in annual average N©oncentrations from 2019 (l\ggit;r?] 3C)>Uf 2034 target 0 /88 (0%) 0 /88 (0%)
to 2025 is al6ug/m? reduction in NO,, representing an average 42%
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Figure20 shows the distribution of annual average N©

80
concentrations measured by these88 long-term diffusion
tube monitoring sitesfrom 2019 to 2025. ) 70 X
=
'-% 60 X
Thehorizontal x axis (along the bottom) shows the seven < 50 X X X
. . . o) X X
ears for which we haveNO; air pollution measurement X
Y 2P = 40 % g @
data from these 88 monitoring sites.The vertical y axis 3 .
£ 30 ‘
(along the side) shows that annual average NO 3 N d ; ‘
3 4 s A b y
concentration measured at the different monitoring sites. £ 20 ‘
<
Each cross represents the annual average NO 10
concentration measured at a monitoring site. 0
2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025
The purpose of the graph is tdlustrate the trend of Figure 21: A scatter plot showing the distribution of annual average NO

concentrations measured at88 long-term diffusion tube monitoring sites from
2019 to 205%. The red circle highlights the two outlyin@nnual average NQ
network from 2019 to 2025 The graph alsshows how concentrations measured in 2025, both of which were on Euston Road.

reducing NO, concentrations across our monitoring

there is now less variability in N@throughout the
borough. There was a smaller range from the highegsb
the lowest NG, concentration measuredin 2025

(31.6pg/m3) compared to 2019 49.7ug/md).

It is clear to see thatthe two highest annual average N©@
concentrations in 2025 (which were both measured along

Euston Road) are much higher than the next highest.
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When welook at the longterm air quality data from our 140
. o . c
automatic monitoring sites, we also clearly see the large S 120
o
reduction in NO, concentrations since the early 2010s € 100
0] .
and the reduction in variability between measurement § 80 Swiss Cottage
. . . O ™
locations (Figure22, top graph) However, t is clear that o 2 50 - Euston Road
o _ W
the rate of reduction in NQ has slowed since 2020. % =2 40 Bloomsbury
@
E 20 s+« WHO standard
Wecan alsoseethatfine partiCUIate matter (PMS) has ?'30 I E AR RN ENENENENENNERENENENENNEEENEESENENEEENENNENRNENRNERJENNENEHRJNNEJ;RSE;NRINRH}]
. c
reduced somewhat since the early 2010s, buthat the c 0 T T T T T T T T T T T
<< O~V O NN HLO~NODOO - NN W
trend is more erratic withsome years showing a reduction QAL 8883838888388888¢%8
compared to the previous year, and some years showing 30
c
an increase (Figure22, bottom graph). % 25
% 20
PMs has reduced overall becauseof the reduction in e Swiss Cottage
o]
emissions from road vehicles and from construction o FET 15 ——— Euston Road
N S
machinery. However, the reason it has not reduced as E 3 10 Bloomsbury
mUCh aS NQ’ and the reason forthe Variabilityfrom one % 5 iR A A R R R R AR N R N S R R A R R R R R R R R R RN ......WHOStandard
, . £
year to the next, is becausdocal PM. s concentrations are =
= 0 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
much more affected by norlocal sources that we are = ONVDO—ANMIEIOON®DDNO — N ML
<< O 000 oo ool
O 0000 0000000000000 0O
AN AN AN AN N AN N AN AN AN AN NN AN NN NN N

much less able to control or influence(see Air pollution

Figure 22: Graphs showing annual average N©(top) and PM s (bottom)

concentrations measured at some of our automatic air quality monitoring sites.

this document). over the period 20062025. The World Health Organization (WHQOguideline
limits that we have committed to achieving in Camderby 2034are shown with
dotted lines.
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that comes into Camden from elsewhere , in Part 2 of
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Assessing progress towards our 2034 air
guality targets and interim targets

In our Camden Clean Air Strategy 2012034 we
committed to achieving the World Health
Organizationair quality guideline limits for nitrogen
dioxide (NQ), coarse particulate matter (PMo) and
fine particulate matter (PMs) no later than 2034,

and at all monitoring locations.

We also set ourselves interim targets for 2026 and
2030, to help assess our progress towards our long

term goals.

We use the data from our automatic monitoring
sites for this assessment, because this is the best

quality data that we have.

Figure23 shows that we have not yet met our 2026
interim targets, although two of four NQand two of

three PMo monitoring sites did meet the targets.

Number of automatic

Nitrogen
dioxide (NO)

Coarse

particulate
matter (P Mio)

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

Fine particulate
matter (PMs)

monitoring sites with 4 3 3
data for 2025
Highest 20.25 42ug/m?3 23pug/m?3 (Swiss 12pg/m3 (Swiss
concentration
(Euston Road) Cottage) Cottage)
measured
3 0, 3 0,

How far away from 1?ug/m (40% 3.ug/m (15% No interim
2026 interim target? higher than higher than target for 2026
' target, 30ug/m?) target, 20ug/m?)

Objective met Y/N No No
Number compliant 2 out of 4 2outof 3 No interim
with 2026 interim meeting meeting target for 2026
target 30ug/m?3 20pug/ms
Objective met Y/N No o No
Number meetin 1outof4 Same as interim 1 out of 3
2(l)J30 interim targ et meeting target for 2026 meeting
g 20pg/m3 10pg/ms3
Objective met YN No No No
. O out of 4 1 out of 3 0 out of 3
Number meeting : . .
2034 target meeting meeting meeting
10pg/ms3 15pg/ms3 5ug/m3

Figure 23: Assessment of progress towards 2026 and 2030 interim targets and
2034 WHGOaligned target.
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Our Plan for 2027-2030

The purpose of the Camden Clean Air Action Plan 2027- Themes and sections of the Clean Air Action Plan 2027-
2030 2030
The Clean Air Action Plan 2022030 sets out what we want to do over Theme 1: Reducing emissions of air pollution in Camden

the next four years to fulfil our longterm ambition for a borough with , o
1 Section 1:Frombuildings

clean air.
1 Section 2:Fromtransport

The purpose is to provide a plan of work to help achieve the interim air _ _
_ 1 Section 3:From construction and development
quality targets we have set for 2030, and to support progress towards

our ultimate objective ofachieving the World Health Organization I Section 4:Fromother sources of pollution in publicand open
(WHO) air quality guidelines for nitrogen dioxide (N{) coarse spaces
particulate matter (PMy) and fine particulate matter (PMs)

) Theme 2: Reducing exposureto air pollution in Camden
everywhere in Camden by 2034. g exp P

1 Section 5:Building public awareness and empowering action

The structure of the Camden Clean Air Action Plan 2027-
2030 f  Section 6: Reducing indoor air pollution exposure

The Clean Air Action Plan 2022030 has three Themes for the main Theme 3:Leadership and advocacy
ways that we will work to reduce air pollution and public exposure to it . _ _ _ .
. 1 Section 7:Leading, alvocating, and influencing change for clean
in Camden.
air
Within these three Themes are seven Sectiorthat relate to specific

sources of emissions or activities to protect health.
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How we produced this draft Camden Clean Air Action Plan 2027 -2030

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

Learning from our previous Clean Air Action Plans

Much of what weare proposing as part of this draft new Camden
Clean Air Action Planis based upon what we have learned from our

previous Camden Clean Air Action Plans (2012022 and 20232026).

Some of the actions that we have committedo previouslyturned out
to be very challenging to completegither because of technical
difficulties , a shortage of funding for clean air projects in the UK, or
because the legislation for air quality and the environment did not
enable us to take the action we wanted toln some cases we have
changedour approach, and in other cases we are still committed to

the same outcomes but need to take additional steps taet there.

Some of the actions that we committed to previously were very
successful and demonstrated that it is worthwhileexpanding our
work to new parts of the borough. An example of this is our indoor air
quality monitor loan programme, which started as a small pilot
project in Somers Towras part of thefiFuture Neighbourhood 2030

programmek &hd has since been expanded to the whole of Camden.

With our worktoward cleaner air for everyone, it is a process of

continual and gradual improvement.Many of the projects we started

50

during the Clean Air Action Plan 2012022 and the Clean Air Action
Plan 20232026 areongoing. For example, our work to improve
planning controls andreduce emissions from construction and
development, and our work to expand our air quality monitoring and

increase public knowledge about air quality and health.

Using evidence and data

We haveextensiveair quality monitoring in Camden. The data from
our monitoring network helps us understand how air quality has been
changing in the borough, andhow different types of air pollution and
different activities that create air pollution are changing. This helps us
to know what we need to do taeduce air pollution further and

informs how we should prioritise in our Clean Air Action Plan.

As well as using monitoring data, we use the latest scientific research
on air pollution and healthto help us make sure our projects and our
overall Strategyare going toachievethe largest benefis for health in
Camden. Additionally, research helps usto ensure our work tackles
health inequalities and social injustice. For example, research on
indoor air quality has shown that households with lower income often
have higher levels of air pollution at home. Knowing this means we

can focus our indoor air auality projects on the communities and
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households that are likely to be at greatest riskealth impacts from concerns, so that we can try to make sure our work for clean air

indoor air pollution. brings wider benefits wherever possible

. . . 1 People in Camden have excellent ideas . Camden is a diverse,
Engaging with communities

creative, and vibrantboroughwith more than 200,000 residents

We have a strong air quality monitoring network and good scientific as well asmany people who wok, study, or visit here By listening

evidence to help us understand how to improve air quality in Camden. to people with a connection to Camden, we carnear new ideas

However,it is just as important to hear from people who live, work, and create opportunities to improve air quality and protect

study, and spend time in the borough. Your experiences and ideas will everyone's health We will always be operto input and

help shape our Clean Air Action Planbecause: conversations with anyone who spends time here

T Local knowledge matters . We have a large air quality monitoring In creating the draft Clean Air Action Plan 2022030 wemet with the
network, but we cannotmeasure air quality outside every home Highgate Society,SynergyAdvocacy Project, and the Third Age
or even on every streetResidents can tell us about local issues Project. The feedback, concerns, and ideas shared at these sessions
and activities that may be affecting air quality in their all helped to shape this draft Plan.

neighbourhood.

Some of the concerns and ideas shared during community

1 f qWRI WRAGYI qe UqliqYwe 0T W1t qeUT Wséeqlll Wt RT WUqt k WGl RYI RqRIJE We | WWn Y1 L
conversations :

Camden, and what changes they want. Air pollution is not the

only challenge we face Climate change, the cost of living, 1 Where possible, we need to make sure our proposed actions and
housing, and pressure onpublic services all affectG1J Y G @i I3k + LG R Plpactidqs have clear targets. For example, giving a target for the
and somepeople are affectedmore than others. It is important number of electric power supplies installed for ice cream vans or
for us to try to understand how air quality fits in alongside other canal boats, andset a date bywhich this will be done.
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1 We should be clear and open in how we measure air quality and
communicate monitoring data, so that people can see and

understand how air quality is changing where they live.

1 We shouldstill try to do what we can to take action on sources of
pollution that we cannot directly control. For example many
people may be concerned about exposure to air pollution whilst
travelling on the London Underground, which can have very high
levels of particulate matter (PM) air pollution at some stations
and on some lines. Camden couldvork with Transport for London
(TfL) and advocate for more action to improve air quality on the

Underground network.

1 We shouldgo further in trying to reduce air pollution from vehicle
BUNRUIWRI

2 construction sites.

1 We should make sure our communication about air quality and
health, our engagement materials, and other resourcesre as

accessible and inclusive as possible. We should use clear

. . . ..anygn
GRUNDAWWt GUHRcGG! Wel Ye Ul Lﬁ%lJDlJUG]K’r
welcome to share their V|ews. The responses to the consultation will

language that is free from jargon so that everyone can receive and

understand important information about clean air and health.

52
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These are just a few examples of the comments and suggestions we
received during the preconsultation engagementconversations. All
that we heard in these sessions has helped to create this draft Action

Plan, and we are very grateful to everyone wigave us their time.

Consulting on the draft Camden Clean Air Action Plan
2027-2030

The preconsultation engagement helped to create this draft Clean Air
Action Plan, but that is not the end of the opportunity for people to
have their say on how Camden Council shouldvork to improve air

quality.

We are holding a public consultation on the draft Action Plan, and

ewith a connection. to the borou

or an interest in,air quality is
WAcl t We

[ W6 WWec RN6 WEGIIIT

help to shape the final Clean Air Action Plan 2022Z030.
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What we are asking from you

The consultation

This draft Clean Air Action Plan 2022030 sets out what we are
proposing to do over the next four years to improve air quality and

public health in Camden.

We believe our proposed actions are the begtossible set of
measures to improve air quality and reduce public exposure to air
pollution in Camden, in a way thatwill benefit everyone whilstalso

tackling health inequality and environmental health injustice

In designing this proposed plan and the actions within jive have
been realistic about what can be done over the next four years,
considering the financial and resourcing limitations we face and the
limited policy and legislative controlsfor some sources of air

pollution.

We have alsocarefully considered where some actions might have a
knock-on effect on some people, for examplef a particular action to
reduce a source of air pollution also had a negative impac¢hat

mainly affected a particular group of people.

53

What we will be asking in the consultation

|l

Whatyou think of our draft Clean Air Action Plan 2022030 and

our proposed actions.

Whether or notyou agree with and support what we are trying to

achieve.

If you think our objectives and actions go far enough in seeking to

improve air quality and protect health.

For your thoughtsand any concernsabout air quality where you

live or work, or in other parts of Camden that youisit.

For you toshare any ideas, suggestions, or opportunities for how
s JWHY2 0T WRGGI Y21We RI Whe ¢ tdrifybulle U T

think we have missed anything.

Some questions about you, including your connection to

Camden. This information hel us to understand if the

responses we receive to the consultation are broadly

| UG Ut BUqc¢ qR21IJWY n Wil dldohelp ot LUIGY Ge 0
understand whether the sentiment in theconsultation responses

has clear differences based upon the characteristics of the

people responding.This will help us to understand whether some

of the actions we are proposing are viewed negatively because
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they might have aspecific impact upon some people more than

others.

How you can respond

We want the consultation to be as open and accessible as possible,

so that anyone who wants to respond and share their views can do so.

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

We will also share information about the consultationthrough
9c¢al NUW9VYeUHROKY WHYG G2 URHE qRY Ut WHGE

as many people as possible.

We will produce a short, easyto-read summary of what we are

planning to do to improve air quality over the next four years, so that

We willuseqy 6 I W9 Yz URRG K t LWiohlikkLdonkulfatith ¢ & T 13 U Re@ple who do not want to read the whole Clean Air Action Plan 2027

hub (https://consultations.wearecamden.org/ ) to host this draft

Clean Air Action Plan 20272030 and the consultation questions.

We will invite people to respond to the consultatiorby emailing

AirQuality@camden.gov.ukwith their responses, if they would prefer

not to complete a survey on We Are Camden.

We will make physicalcopies of the Action Plan and the consultation
guestions available for people to completein pen and paper, rather
q6cUW6¢c2RUNWqY W YWRaqWYUGRUWIOWNG 131
Team, Sustainability, Air Quality and Energy3loor, 5 Pancras

Ehvecl DAWx YUT YUAW NowWwN ] kIO

We will attend community events andactivities to provide an
opportunity for people toshare feedback in person about the draft

Clean Air Action Plan 20272030.
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2030 can still share their views.

What we will do with your responses

Wewill keep any personal information or data that you share with us
in your consultation response secure and private. We will not share
this information with anyone outside ofd ¢ G T 1JA) Quality team,

which will be the team thatreceives responses to the consultation.

We will review all responses to the consultation and give them proper

1J LLUH LWH I | Y Wh R U
(‘:]on5|dgrall%|on ah](J'lYI/wII ] U (I:quhges to [he C%ean Air Actlon %’Ian a
2027-2030based upon the overall feedback we receive from the

consultation.
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What is new in the Clean Air Action Plan 2027-2030
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An increased focus on reactive as well as preventative
actions to protect health from air pollution

Usually, local authority Air Quality Action Plangry to reduce the
sources of pollution that we canpredict, measure, andcontrol, and
support the public to avoid exposure to air pollution in normal,

everyday circumstances.

However, our changing climate brings new concerns for air quality
and environmental health. Our exposure to air pollution may be less
dominated by regular, predictable activities (like commuting, working,
and cooking at home), and instead may be affectedhcreasingly by
less predictable events (like high air pollution caused by heatwaves

and fires, or power outages).

The draft Camden Clean Air Action Plan 202Z030includes actions

to help us be more preparedor unpredictable and irregular pollution
incidents. We want to continue building widespread awareness of air
quality and have systems in place to ensure we cagffectively

provide timely information and advice for the publicduring air
pollution incidents and alerts, including those caused by our

changing climate.
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An increased focus on indoor air quality environments

There is growing evidence about the potential for indoor environments
to have poor air quality,and that indoor air pollution exposure is

typically higher for lowerincome households.

Achieving clean airlpased uponthe World Health Organization air
quality guidelines that we have committed to achieving in Camden)
would reduce the number of new cases oheart, lung, and brain
health conditions, and possibly theseverity of existing conditions or
the frequency of people feeling the symptoms of these conditions.
However, we will not achieve a transformational improvement in
health if we improve outdoor air quality butdo nothing to improve
indoor environments, with people still spending tle majority of their
time in homes, workplaces, learning environments, and other spaces

that may have poor air quality.

Our draft Clean Air Action Plan 2022030 has a growing focus on the
need to improve indoor air quality in pursuit of our vision for a borough

where nobody gets ill because of the air they breathe.
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Taking action across a larger range of sources of air
pollution

We have seen how air pollution from road transport has reduced, and
how air quality has improvedas a result This shows what can be
achieved through effective poliges to tackle environmental

challenges and projectsto support cleaner alternatives.

Despite road transport emissions redudng, air pollution remains a
serious threat for public health We therefore need tobroaden our

programme of action to tackle a larger variety of pollution sources.

Some ofthese sourcesare known to us at the time of creating this
new Clean Air Action Plan 2022030, and incluce street food
markets, grounds maintenance, filming, public events and temporary

power, and heating systems.

New sources of pollution are likelyto emerge during the fouryear
timeframe of implementing this new Action Planwe are committed to
responding to the latest science and evidence about air quality and
air pollution, and will build flexibility into our Plan so that we can

respond. This will help us tause our resources in the most effective
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way possible, to deliver the best possibleoutcomes for cleaner air

guality and healthier lives

Increasing coordination of clean air and climate
resilience work

Our local environment andour global climate are inextricably linked.
Air quality is a local characteristicthat is affected by human activities,
and in turn affects our health now and in the future. It ialso affected
by our changing climate, and so is our approacto managing and

improving air quality.

We can use our work to improve air quality in Camden to also help to
improve ourresilience and adaptability to other climate hazards, like
heat, flooding, and extreme weatherWhen we speak to residents,
businesses, schools, and other audiences about air quality, our
advice will be more usefulif we can also provide guidance on

reducing risks fromthese other climate-related hazards.

We should also use the additional benefit of reducing carbon
emissions as further justification for undertaking work to reduce air
pollution, and vice versa. For exampleby installing electrical power

supplies for ice cream vans and canal boats we will reduce air



Draft Camden Clean Air Action Plan 2027-2030 BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

pollution and carbon emissions; by replacing gas boilers with heat
pumps as part of our decarbonisation programmewe will reduce
carbon emissionsand the emission of air pollution, helping to protect

and improve public healthas well as the environment

Figure 24: An air source heat pump installed at
Talacre Community Sports Centre This has
replaced a gas boiler and will therefore reduce
climate impacts whilst also helping to improve
local air quality and protect community health
and wellbeing.
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Theme 1: Reducing emissions of air pollution in Camden

Section 1: Reducing emissions from building s emissions). We need to ensure new commercial kitchens contain

effective air filtration systems, and must work with the hospitality
The way we heat and power our homes, offices, schools, and other

sector so that business owners understand the benefit and
buildings has an effect on local air quality.

opportunity from switching away from gas and charcokcooking.

Gas boilers are still used for heating the majority of buildings, and in

Wood and solid fuel burning stoves (log burners) and traditional
Central Londonboilers arenow the biggest source of nitrogen dioxide

fireplaces areused in a small number of homes in Camdeybut this
(NG) air pollution (38.6% of total NOx emissions in Camden) _ _ o _

creates air pollution (6.3% of total PMs emissions in the borough)
Replacing gas heating with electric heating will help to improve local

This is avoidable because all homes are connected to the gas or
air quality and will reduce climate impacts. o o

electricity networks. Some restaurants and other hospitality venues

Diesel generators are used for emergency backup power for many also have open fireplaces.

large buildings, including commercial sites, hospitals, and facilities

Burning wood and solid fuels is also worse for our climate than using
with essential safety systems. Although generators are not often used

gas or electric heating. This might be surprisingecause the carbon
in power outages because our electricity grid is very reliable, thestill

that is released when we burn wood was once absorbed from the air
need to be testedoften and this creates air pollution. We need to _ o _ .

by the tree we are burningso it is sometimes referred to as being

reduce the use of diesel generators, and push for those that are used . o _ ]
hHc!l HYUWUWDz ql ¢ Gk KO

to be as clean as possible.

o _ o _ Unfortunately, when we burn a tree in the form of firewood, it takes a

Cooking is also a large source of air pollution in CamdenAccording

long time for a new tree to grow to a size where it has absorbed the
to air quality modelling data, commercial cooking (in restaurants,

same amount of carbon thatwas released. It is crucial that we reduce
pubs, cafés and takeaways) is the largest source of fine particulate

our emissions of carbon dioxide and greenhouse gases as quickly as
matter (PM:s) air pollution in the borough(28.2% of total PMs _ o _

possible to limit global warming.
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There is simply not enough time for us ttackle the climate crisis for What we will do from 2027-2030

us to justify burning wood fuels in homes and buildings where there Support the transition from gas heating to clean electric

are alternative forms of heatinghat provide the same amount of heat heating in homes, businesses , and other buildings as part of
but with much lower carbon emissions. 9c¢aT WUKY W9 i RE ¢ abidlincidesby htekakiagd

| Jqg! YnRaqWR U Wauildihgs9svppditifdénteds, LY 5 U LU

We must try to reduce the amount of wood and solid fuel that is _ o )
homeowners, community organisations and businesses through

burned in homes and businesses in Camden, and ensure the existing

the Camden Climate Fund, andoy ensuring our communications

rules for smoke control are followed whilst exploring new ways to ) _ ) o o )
campaigns for climate and air quality highlight the joint benefits

protect public health from this avoidable air pollution. for human health and climate protection that comes from
decarbonising heating.We will use planning policy to limit
emissions from new developments and refurbishmentsand keep
policies under review with the intention of strengtheninghem

where we can.

1 Work with businesses, business networks, and the hospitality
sector to explore and promote opportunities for reducing air
pollution from commercial kitchens . This includes by
highlighting funding opportunities for reducing sources of air
pollution, and by creating awarenessraising materials, guidance

and toolkits to provide practical information to support

improvements.

Figure 25: A photograph showing smoke from the chimneys of
some housesin the United Kingdom Creative Commons, CC
BY-NC-ND 4.0. Photo credit: Mary Turner / Climate Visuals.
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1 Strengthen policy and regulatory controls over air pollution explore options for strengthening restrictionson solid fuel use in
from commercial premises, including emissions from Camden to reduce avoidable air pollution.
kitchens . This could include exploringtighter planning and
licensing controls, and more robustenforcement of Building

Regulations and Environmental Health legislation -In

f Continue the programme of decarbonising Camden 9 Y2 UHRG Kk { LU
own buildings , which helps to improve air quality and public

health . This includes both the decarbonisation ohousing and

and leisure centres

1 Reduce emissions from standby diesel generators , by applying
the expectations in the Camden Local Plathat fossil fuel
generators will only be considered as a last resorand by using
Emission Limit Values toreduce air pollution for all generators
regardless of size We will seek to limit generator ésting hours to
a minimum and only at times when there is not a current or

predicted pollution alert.

1 Reduce pollution from wood and solid fuel burning , by
enforcingthe Smoke Control Area rules prohibiting smoke from Figure 26: Solar panels installed on the roof of Highgate
buildings, continuing to raise awareness about the health and Library, as part of a wholebuilding retrofit project.

environmental damage from wood and solid fuel burningand
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Section 2: Reducing emissions from transport local air quality problems, although they are less polluting than diesel

' ' or petrol vehcles.
The way we travel, and how we order and deliver goods and services,

has an impact on local air quality because many forms of Because modern vehicles are much cleaner noweach new cycle of

transportation create air pollution. replacing vehicles with new ones will give smaller and smaller

e B . } o o improvements in air quality, sothe rate of improvement in roadside
XYUI YUKt WOGql ¢ Wx Ys WEspedtuptheY UG YU WeIOXx EUG b WE ¢t LW
air quality in Camden has slowed down .
replacement of older, more polluting petrol and diesel vehiclesn

London. Combined with local on-street transport improvements (like The most effective way to reduce the approximately onéfth of NOx

new cycle lanes and electric vehicle charging pointsand sustainable and PMs emissions in Camden that is from road vehicles will be to

travel policies (like the Air Quality Surcharge for older vehicles), the support people and businesses to avoid vehicle use entirely, or to

ULEZ has supported a large reduction in air pollution from road reduce the amount of driving that is needed .

transport. Road transport is now estimated to contribute 22% of
the total emission of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and 21% of fine 9¢al WUkt WNI ¢Ut GYI qWEq! ¢ qdN! W6 ¢t We U

particulate matter (PM »:) air poliution in Camden . LiTo work alongside residents and partners in transforming transport

_ _ and mobility in Camden, enabling and encouraging people to travel
New diesel and petrol vehicles are much cleaner than before the
) . ) ) i sustainably; nurturing healthier lifestyles creating radically less
vehicle emissions testing loopholes were dealt wit{sometimes
o s . . o _ N polluted places ; and upgrading the transport network to meets
HcGdIJIl Waqd UWh ? R RdadhviHictesmehit dlttpdtudidnl ¢ G b

_ _ _ _ 9¢al BUBY LOWWT + e UT o6 Yt JOYnkx YUT Y C
not only from burning fossil fuels in engines, but also from the

friction between tyres and the road surface and in brake pads. This

means that electric vehicles also emit air pollution and contribute to
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The draft Clean Air Action Plan 2022030 supports this vision, and What we will do from 2027-2030

conversely the Camden Transport Strategy clearly supports our vision 1 Reduce emissions from personal and private travel in Camden

for a borough with clean air for everyone. through the delivery of the Camden Transport Strategy. This

will include: improving infrastructure for sustainable, active
Besides road vehiclesdiesel trains also release air pollution and . ) ] ) ) ) .

travel; installing electric vehicle chargingpoints for essential
are responsible for approximately 6% of NOx emissions and 2% of _ ) )

vehicle use supporting and promoting the ugake of non-car
PM,s emissions in Camden . The effectof trains on local air quality is o o

travel through awarenessraising around clean air, climate, and
concentrated in areas surrounding stations ancdalong railways with _ ) ) o o

health; analysing airquality monitoring data and reviewing the
diesel train traffic. Indoor air quality inside trains and stations is also a ) ) )

latest evidence about air quality and transport, to support the
matter for concern, especially for people who work in these places o ) )

design, implementation, and assessment oftransport projects
and for people who often spend a lot of timeravelling on the rail ) ) _

and programmes;promoting uptake of electric cargo bikes and
network.

reviewing and improving parking policeand charges formore

Camden Council has no direct control over the railways or public polluting vehicles.

transport system, but we will continue to work with the rail industry 9 Reduce emissions from deliveries, freight, servicing, and

and with Transport for London (TfL)to advocate for more action to logistics, aspartof 9 ¢ T WUkt W[ | JRNG6qWe U1 WE W
reduce air pollution from trains, buses, and other forms of public Plan, including by promoting opportunities and incentives for

transport in Camden. low- and zero-emission deliveries and logistics through our air

guality communications and awarenessraising activities and our

work with businesses.
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f ContinuetoreducelJG Rt + RYUt Wn!l Yawocarl WU
vehicles, and from vehicles used in council services and
contracts , by procuring cleaner vehicles and introducing
environmental management policies and monitoring systems. We
will use air quality research and data tgrovide technical
recommendations and guidance aboutreducing air pollution
from vehicles, and will support colleagues to critically assess

(andreduce)the likely air quality impacts from the use of vehicles

in procured contracts.

f Continue to deliver public awareness messaging about the Figure 27: A photograph of a cyclist using a cycle lane in Camden

importance of avoiding vehicle engine idling , to reduce air and a pedestrian crossing a road which has a 20mph speed limit

pollution from stationary vehicles and to provide an opportunity

to engage with drivers and the public on a broader range of topics

1 Continue to work with the rail industry and Transport for
London to advocate for more action to reduce air pollution
including from mainline trains as well as from Tfmanaged trains
and buses, andalso to improve indoor air quality on the public
transport network including on the London Undergrounénd in

railway stations serviced by diesel trains.
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Section 3: Reducing emissions from construction and
development

Camden has a dynamic, global economy, supporting more than
400,000 jobs. It is also the ninth most densely populated borough in
London and in the United Kingdom, so there isuge demand for

space for buildingnew homes and workplaces.

Demoli shing buildings and structures and constructing new ones
creates air pollution . This is because demolition and construction
almost always involves the use of heavy machirgethat have diesel
engines, and also because breaking up and moving materials creates

dust.

Themost recent London Atmospheric Emissions Inventory (LAEI)
dataset estimates that construction and development is
responsible for 24% of nitrogen oxides (NOx) and 10% of fine
particulate matter (PM ,s) emissions in Camden. Pollution from
construction and development has a larger impact on the people

living near to construction sitesand onthe people working on them.

We cantry to reduce air pollution from construction and development

by setting and enforcing rules about the process dbuilding new
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buildings. This includesa requirement for adeveloper to produce an
assessmentbl ¢ UlUh R WA 2 ¢ GoRwhethBr af propdsetl G 130 q Kk
development will have an impact on local air quality, either during the

process of its construction or when it is finished and operational.

We then use the outcome of the Air Quality Assessmenmb set a
requirement for on-site construction dust monitoring, with monthly
reporting, as well as the use of a list adictions to reduce the amount

of dust and pollution created.

Camden participates in the Cleaner Construction for London project
Thisinvolvesinspectors visiting construction sites to make sure they

are compliant with the London Low Emission Zone foconstruction

F RaqUWE ¢ H6RULI ! We Y Al gVEU Ll GIYnHR il 130 UdaRY6L
NRMM).

Some parts of Camden arevery affected by the High Speed 2 (HS2)
construction works. Residents living near to HS2 sitebve with
construction noise, dust, construction vehicles, and travel disruption
linked to the work Camden has very limited influence over how HS2
manages its air quality construction impacts, but over the years we
have tried to hold HS2 and its contractors to account when there have

been dust or air quality issues, and have consistently pushed for HS2
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to adopt higher standards for construction machinery and road qé et JWYnwWhrHYUt ql eAqRYULWRG G¢ Ha LW
vehicles for all sites in CamdenWe will continue to do what we can provide penalties for norcompliance.

to reduce the effects of HS2 and other infrastructure projects on . _
1 Reduce emissions from street -works, highways

local air quality and public health . _ .
a y P improvements, and utilit y works, and small -scale

) construction activity that does not go through the normal
What we will do from 2027-2030 ucti Ivity g ug

planning process , including by creating updaed guidance
1 Use planning policy and development controls to reduce

documents and standards that would apply to all scales of
emissions from construction machinery and generators

construction and development activity, by communicating this
including through the Construction Management Plan scrutiny _ _ _ _ _

effectively to residents and businesses and by working with
process, and by collaborating with other teams within the Council s .

9 ¢ u | JBRmgineeting service to sestandards for contractors
to ensure any air quality concerns are quickly reported and acted

undertaking work for the Council.
on. We will provide technical recommendations to other teams to

support higher standards for construction management in f Continue to work with and scrutinise High Speed 2

Camden. construction activities, and to advocate to the highest

possible standards for dust and air quality management in
1 Use planning policy, development controls, and planning

HS2 and other infrastructure projects , including by maintaining
enforcement to r educe dust emissions from demolition,

contact with HS2 and its contractors, ensuringsecured
construction , earthworks , and trackout (vehicle movements ),

Assurances are adhered to, and by providing technical
as above and in particular by working with Planning Enforcement

recommendations, guidance, and support to colleagues,
teams to explore new options for holding contractors and

residents, community organisations, and local businessesn
developers to the standards that we expect foair quality

relation to highlighting andmitigating the impact of local
managementin the construction process. For example, through

construction activity.
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Section 4: Reducing emissions from other sources in the to provide clean power alternatives for polluting activities, and

public realm engagement and awarenessaising to highlight the health risks and

Over the past fewyears, we have learnt that there are many other opportunities for living and workingin a way that is better for air

sources of public air pollution in Camden thatdo not fall within our quality and health.

themes of reducing air pollution frombuildings, transportation, or _
What we will do from 2027-2030

construction and development.
1 Reduce emissions from street food cooking and trading

In this Clean Air Action Plan 2022 MOMWs W W¢ | W WH¢ @ d R U N wdpslwingline ¥repm pangihot food markets, and other on street
b Yel #IOt WRUW@6 WG AT RA W 1)vedding (Suthe U1 LR \@MRE) Fhis gouldinclude @y prpwdipaielegtical ppwer where

as ice cream vansand market stalls),canal boats, film sets, public this would reduce or avoid the use of fossil fued and solid fuels
events, temporary powersupplies (such as boilers and generators), for power or cooking, and by updatingicensing and policy to
barbeques, bonfires, grounds maintenance, and other activities. support sustainable street food.

. , L 1 Reduce emissions from canal boats in a way that supports
This is a wide range of activities, and although each of them

g . _ i _ _ boating communities , including seeking and administering grant
individually might not contribute a large portion of total air pollution

o _ _ _ funding to support live-aboard boaters to comply with Smoke
emissions, collectively theyare an important and potentially

N . . ) Control Area rulesand more generally toreduce airpollution
significant source of the overall air pollution health hazard in

_ _ _ emissions and exposure and climate impacts. We willwork to
Camden. These sources are highly localised and will have a larger

_ o ) strengthen partnerships with boaters and representative
impact on people living and workingnearby.
organisations, and to support boater access to important

Our approach for reducing air pollution from other sources in the infrastructure and servicesfor sustainability, health, and

public realm will need to include a mixture of policy controls, projects resilience.
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1 Reduce emissions from grounds maintenance , including by would include providing technical recommendations for policy
highlighting the potential impact from fossil fuetpowered decisions and supporting projects to provide clean power in
machinery, and encouraging the avoidance of burning garden and public spaces, for example the provision of electridarbecuesto

green waste and tree cuttings, andbyd Ut 21 RUND W9 ¢ a1 13Uk t neduce or avoid the use ofossil fuel barbecues. We will also seek
grounds maintenance contracts include requirements for using to highlight the air quality health risks linked to garden waste and
electrically-powered machinery where possible. allotment fires and bonfires, especially for people with existing

f  Reduce emissions from filming , public events , and temporary health conditions and in areas where the resultant air pollution is
heating and power. Thiswould include working with filming likely to affect neighbours and other people nearby.
companies and film industryorganisations to promote
sustainable and lowerpollution power options for on-location generator (foreground) and aj&
filming, and by seeking to build on and expand the Mayor of in Camden.
London-n2 UT UWT Wh9aWc Ul W RGGRUNWNY! W9 ¢
sets. We willalsos Y| t Ls Ra 6 W9 ¢ &rid Brigikderitidge 2 130 q t LW
services to explore options to reduce air quality impacts from
public events and temporary heating and power arrangements
including by setting requirements for the avoidance of fossil fuel
use, electrical power supplies, careful selection of equipment,
and by positioning equipmentin a way that minimises exposure

for people nearby.

1 Reduce emissions from outdoor burning, including

barbecues, allotment fires, bonfires and other activities. This
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Theme 2: Reducing exposure to air pollution in Camden

Section 5: Building awareness and empowering action

Theme 1 is about reducing and avoiding the emission of air pollution
in Camden. There are some forms of air pollution that are difficult to
reduce, or where it will take a very long time to do so. However, air
quality can be very different from one street to the next, and at
different times of the day, week or yearso there will still always be
things we can do individually to reduce the amount of time we

spend in polluted places . This will help to protect our health now, by
reducing how air pollutionmight be causing us to feel ill, and in the
future, by reducing the likelihood or severity of illnesses caused by air

pollution.

We can also help to encourage people to take individual action to
reduce how much air pollution they create, for example when driving,
using wood-burning stoves or open fireplaces, by burning garden

waste, or by havingoarbecues or setting off fireworks.

To support people to take individual action to reduceheir exposure to
air pollution, and their contribution to air pollution, first we need to
build public knowledge about why air pollution is important for
everyone to think about, and why we should all be taking some

action to reduce and avoid it .
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We need to make sure we can communicate this message in a way
that is accessible for people, becausepeople have different levels of
familiarity with scientific ideas, or different preferences for how they
receive information (for example, spoken or written, ifperson or
online), and many people who live in Camden do not speak English as

their first language.

We need to make sure that our communication and awareness
raising about air quality is appropriate and suitable for the audience
we are speaking to. Wemay need to have a different approach when
speaking to people who live in socially rented housing (council
housing)compared to people who own their own home, and we will
need to have a different approach when speaking to businesses

compared to when we are speaking thealthcare professionals.

We also need to consider how some people maglready have less of
an impact on local air quality, orbe less able toreduce their impact
on it, because they do not have the financial means to change their
activities as easily as someone withmore money. For example,
someone living in rented accommodation willusually be less able to
replace a gas boiler with an electric heating system than someone

who ownstheir own home.



Draft Camden Clean Air Action Plan 2027-2030

More frequent and challenging air pollution events resulting from the

climate crisis will disproportionately affect children.

All children are particularly vulnerable to the effects of the climate
crisis and even a few days of missed school can have a significant

impact on a child's education and prospects.

To safeguardlife chances for young people, the Safe Air and Climate
Friendly programme will prioritise support for schools and other
learning environments in areas with already high air pollution levels
and in settings where a high percentage of children have pexisting
health conditions like asthma, are in poorer communities, and belong

to Black, Asian and minoritised ethnic groups.

Over three years, the programme will support up to 30 settings in
Camden to develop climate action plans with a focal point on climate
adaptation and resilience. Up to £1m of funding will be allocated to
projects that tackle sources of air pollution withinsettings, mitigate
against similar risks and build capacity through staff professional

development, education programmes and green skills development.

69

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

What we will do from 2027-2030

|l

Create and promote a council awareness campaign about air
quality, to build public awareness and knowledge and to
empower local action for clean air and better health . We will
aim for everyone to have an understanding about how they and
others can be affected by air pollution and why clean air is
important for us all, and how we can reduce our exposure to air

pollution in different environments.

Build on our Clean Air for Schools programme to expand how

we support schools, nurseries, family centresand #6 Ra T | 1IJUK
centres, play centres, and other learning environments in

Camden to tackle air pollution and take action for cleaner air,

healthier environments, and climate resilience , including by
building awareness and empowering local action, and by seeking
to establish funding opportunities to implement improvements
that will directly reduce air pollution emissions orreduce

exposure to it.

In our air quality communications and awareness -raising we
will aim to align our messaging with recommendations from
communications experts including the Air Quality Information

System(AQIS) Review from th®epartment for Environment,
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Food and Rural Affairs (Defra)This is to ensure our messages are
accessible, relatable, helpful, sensitive, andrelevant for the

different audiences we are trying to engage with in Camden.

Continue to build awareness and knowledge about air quality
and health for Camden Council staff and councillors , to help
ensure everyone workng for or with the Council is empowered to

take action to protect their own health, and also better able to

qet WWeHqRYULWqYWG!I YqUHqlladesl W6 1J¢e T qb

Work with the NHS, healthcare professionals and

organisations, universities, non-governmental organisations
(NGOs),and other stakeholders to extend our reach and

positive impact for cleaner air and health. Thisincludes
collaborative engagement and awarenesgaising, promoting
opportunities for reducing air pollution from the health and
academic sectors, and by taking part in research projects that
improve our shared understanding of air quality and health, whilst

directly supporting improvements for air giality in Camden.

Expand our air quality monitoring network where appropriate
and necessary, to enhance our understanding of air quality in
Camden and toeffectively assess our progress towards our air

quality targets and the impact of our policies and projects to
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improve air quality. We will betactical with our monitoring to
ensure we use technologies that are suitably reliable, accurate,
and precise for our monitoring needs, and capable fosupporting

our wider air quality programme.

Improve how we share, present, and communicate air quality
data and monitoring information, including exploring innovative
ways to improve public access and engagement in air quality

Lhfgrmatién¢aid bl wokkind Wity cominautitiRsspnd stakeholders

to increase transparency and access to monitoring data.

Provide public information and guidance during air pollution

incidents and alerts , in a way that is timely and easy to put into

action, including from events that are linked to our changing

climate. This would includeintegrating air quality health

messaging into public information and alert systems, promoting

¢RI Whue ¢ Raqa! Wed Wl qt WernYIl WIFcadGaldA
pollution alerts for health centres, schools, and care homes, and

the Daily Air Quality Indexi We¢ UT We¢ Gt YWH! Ws YI t RO
Corporate Resilience service the Climate team, and the Health
Protection teamto ensure severe and extreme weather alerts and

heat health alerts include information about air quality and

health, and vice versa.
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Section 6: Reducing indoor air pollution exposure

We spend the majority of our time indoors, and this air can be just as

polluted T or worseT than the air outdoors

Indoor air quality monitoring research shows that a home can have
poor indoor air qualityeven if the outdoor air has low levels of
pollution. It also indicates that a homein an area of poor outdoor air
quality can still have good indoor air qualityif occupants take steps
to reduce pollution indoors andare careful about when and how they

ventilate their home.

Although the legal air quality responsibilities for local authorities do
not include indoor environments we have an ambition for Camderto
be a borough where nobody gets ill because of the air they

breathe.

For this reason, we cannot ignore indoor air quality, so our Clean
Air Action Plan 2027-2030 will include actions to reduce indoor air
pollution and pollution exposure within indoor spaces in Camden
This includeshomes, workplaces, education buildings, and other

indoor environments.
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What we will do from 2027-2030

Work to improve indoor air quality and reduce air pollution
exposure in homes in Camden . This includes by building
awarenessand empowering individual action for example by
delivering indoor air quality training sessionsmobilising
Community Champions, and by expanding our indoor air quality
monitor loan project. For our monitor loan project, we will
establish a network of monitor loan hubs across the borough so
that it is easy as possible for anyone who lives in Camden to
borrow a monitor to learn about indoor air quality in their own
home. In communicating the importance of indoor air quality and
reducing indoor air pollution, we will ensure our guidance also
covers damp and mould,whilst also highlighting legal protections
and rights for renters. We will work witlthe Breathe Stop Smoking

o

Service,9 ¢ 0 1 1JDarmp alitl Mould Repairs team, and housing
Environmental Health team to ensure we have a joinedp
approach across different indoorhealth and environmental

hazards.

Seek opportunities to provide practical support and direct
improvements for indoor air quality , for example bysupporting

the replacement of polluting appliances if possible, and by
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providing technical recommendationsfor improving indoor air 1 Support the advancement of scien tific rese arch on indoor air
qualityinhomesn Y1 W9 ¢ 6T WUkt Wec Yet ROUNW 1J1 2 Raudityd dihd Nealth RrigdItiid\by sekkihip giankiships and
team, Environmental Health team, and Communityinvestment collaboration with researchers, nongovernmental organisations
Programme (CIP) service (NGOs) communities, and other partners.

1 Work with businesses, business networks, and other partners
to reduce occupational exposure to air pollution in Camden
This includes, for example, working with th&€€amden Climate
Alliance, Camden Breathing Better campaignand Business
Improvement Districts (BIDs)to support businesses to take
action on indoor air qualityand staff engagement and awareness
whilst co-promoting opportunities for improve heatresilience in

workplaces.

1 Improve indoor air quality in schools, learning environments,
health and care facilities, and other public buildings in

Camden. Thisincludes through the expansion of our Clean Air for

Schools projectas noted in Section 5 above, as well as working
sRO6GWENEaq6Wwe 0T Wrae! W 1 2RANE We 07 W6 Iwo
Wellbeing department toexplore opportunities for improving

indoor air quality in care homes and other buildingsand working Figuré 29: Residents speaking t a member of

with service managersand building managers to improve indoor 9¢aTlT NUBE IO RI DAz ¢dRq! tOql]
engagement event in Somers Town, Camden.
air quality inother council-managed premises.
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Section 7: Leading by example, lobbying, and effecting
change beyond our borders

There are many sources of air pollution that affecir quality and
health in Camden, but which we cannot control, regulate, or influence
directly. This includes pollution fromoutside of the borough, most
notably from agriculture, airports, ports and shipping, industrial

activities, and power generation.

There are also sources of air pollutioin neighbouring local
authorities and others upwind from Camden which could effectively
be reduced or avoided to the benefit of air quality in those areas and

in Camden (and other places downwind).

Finally, there are sources of air pollution in Camden and other places
that are regulated to some extent, but where local authorities have a
limited level of influence or control. This includes, for example, our
ability to regulate air pollution through tre planning process,vehicle
engine and nonrexhaust emissions for modern vehicles that are
otherwise compliant with emission-control policies, air pollution from

commercial kitchens, and air pollution from domestic wood and solid

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

solid fuel burning are hugely more polluting than otheforms of

heating that all buildings in Camden have access to.

It is important that our air quality programme includes a
commitment to work with external partners to try to  protect public
health and the environment by improv ing the regulator y approach

for air quality and air pollution in the UK .

Camden was the first local authorityto commit to meeting the World
Health Organization (WHO) air quality guidelines, and we will
continue to encourage other local authorities, regional authorities,
and the government to do the same so that there is@ear and unified

vision for a country with clean air for everyone.

We will continueto work collaboratively with other local authorities in
London andwill seek tobuild connections with local authorities
elsewhere in the UK, tdead by example, share best practice, and

strengthen our partnership working

fuel burningTwhichislegc G W¢t WaYUNWet WeUWhee qd Yl R DT k Wne JaWY!I WhDfFWaGaqk W

appliance is used, and no smoke is emitted, even though all forms of
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What we will do from 2027 -2030 resources, and to share and benefit from best practice, collective
T Wewillt It WaVYWaéeROqéeROWE OT Wt gl 300 q 6 1X0PMedge anthasharedyiqgnss kpge gaRaipipquality is
as a leading local authority for action for clean air and health improved everywhere, as quickly anés much as possible.

including through our existing connections and by establishing 1 We will continually review and assess the latest evidence

new connections with local, regional, and national authorities relating to air quality and health , making sure we adapt to

f  We will advocate for clean air, action to reduce air pollution updated science and employ a dynamic approach in our work so
and public exposure to it , including setting stronger national air that we are undertaking the most effective action we carto
quality targets, adopting standards for indoor air qualitymore deliver the greatest improvement in air quality and health, and in
effective regulation of pollution sources that affect rural and the most efficient way possible.

urban air quality (including agriculture, shipping, aviation,

industry, power generation, andwood and solid fuel burning)

1 We will respond to consultations, surveys, and other
opportunities to contribute to the national or regional
conversation on air quality , sharing our experience and insight
and seeking opportunities to learn from other local authorities

that have delivered great work for air quality and public health.

1  We will engage in air quality, public health, and environmental

science networks, conferences, and participatory projects , to

contribute to knowledge exchange and transferto strengthen

Figure 30: A member of Camden's Air Quality team giving
partnership working to improve the efficiency of using public evidence to the House of Commons Environmental Audit
Committee during the inquiry on air pollution in England.

Image credit parliamentlive.tv.
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BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

Trees and greening

Trees, plants and greenerybring many benefits for the environment
and human health. They can provide shade to protect us from the sun
and shelter us from the rain. They help to reduce flooding during
heavy rainfall. Theyprovide habitatsand homes for animals andother
plants, helping to increase biodiversity.Theymake our streets, parks
and gardensmore pleasantand help us feel good about where we

live.

There is often an assumptiorthat trees, plants, and greenery also
improve air quality by absorbing and removing air pollution from the

air, sothat there is less for us to breathe in.

This is not untrue When plantsphotosynthesise, they absorb air, and
some of the pollution in the airthen becomes held within the plant.
Plants can also be a physical barrier or a surface for pollution to

become stuck to, meaning there is less in the air.

However, the overall effect is limited.Plants do not absorb enough
pollution to make ameaningful difference for air quality, either

outdoors or inside buildings.

75

Also, some species of plantsemit natural chemicals called biogenic
volatile organic compounds (BVOC). These ameot usually harmful for
human health, but they can react with other types of humamade air
pollution to create new chemicals thatactually are harmful. In this
way, some plant species can contribute to air pollution and the risk

this has for public health.

In some situations, trees with large canopies cameduce how much
the air at ground level can mix with air from higher upf. there s
pollution at ground level, for example along a busy road, from a
construction site, a restaurant, or a street food markettree canopies
can prevent the pollution from being removed andrap it closer to the
ground. This means people in these spaces are exposed to more air

pollution.

Where plants do have a role is where they can create a physical
barrier between a large source of air pollution and a space where
people spend time. An example of this would be a school playground
that is right next to a busy roagwhere a tall, dense hedge could help

to reduce pollution passing from the road into the playground.

Camden is committed to increasing the number ofrees on our

streets and greening the borough, but this does not form part of our
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Clean AirAction Plan 20272030. Instead, we focus on reducing
GYlldeqRYUWecqUWt Yel #1I3AWe OT WAH! W W1 eH#HRUN

Outdoor air filters

Like with plants, the effect of outdoor air filterss very small. They can
be very expensive to install andgnaintain. Some filters require

electrical power, which costs money and has an impact on climate.

For these reasons our Clean Air Action Plan 2022030 does not

include any proposals to install outdoor air filters

Figure 31: Clean air will be better foreveryone who lives in
Camden. Photo credit Gillian Rodgers.
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What will we do? ‘ What does this involve? ‘ Who is involved?

Theme 1 Reducing emissions of air pollution in Camden

Section 1: Reducing emissions from buildings

1.1 We will reduce heating Continue to reduce gas combustion from heating Air Quality team We aim to achieve the
emissions from homes , | Camden9 Y 2 U théudingt q Y Ht W2 R¢ Wa 6 | largest possible impact, but
businesses, and other housing retrofit programme. This includes improving Housing Retrofit cannot give a specific target
buildings . insultation (to reduce heating demand) and replacing because this work is very

gas with electric heating and heat provided by efficient dependent on the amount

heat networks. Climate team of external grant funding

available, and we cannot

Providing funding fohomeowners, landlords and Camden Climate Alliance | predict this at the time of

private tenants, and community organisationsvia the writing this draft Plan.
Camden Climate Fund. Community organisations

All in-scope planning
Use and enforce planning policy to ensure new and | Participation applications to adhere to
refurbished buildingsemit as little pollution as Air Quality Neutral (AQN)
possible. This includes through the application of Air | Inclusive Economy service and/or A'r_ Quality Positive
Quality Neutral (AQN)and Air Quality Positive (QP) (AQP) guidance.

guidance, and any other relevant local, regional, or
national policy and regulatory controls. We wilkeep campaigns, including We will create

our local planning policies relating to air quality under Business Improvement communications materials
continuous reviewand will try to make further Districts (BIDs), and about clean air,
improvements to limit air pollution where feasible. decarbonisation, and
climate resilience by the

Communicating and promoting the cebenefits for end of 2028.
climate, local air quality, and human health if we
reduce air pollution by supporting the transition to
electric heating.

Business networks and

Camden Breathing Better
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What will we do? What does this involve?

Advocating for electricity to be more affordable to
support uptake of electric heating.

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

‘ Who is involved? Target

1.2 We will work with Highlighting funding opportunities for reducing sources | Air Quality team Publish guidance forfixed
businesses, business of air pollution. premises with kitchens by
networks, and the Business networks and the end of 2026.
hospitality sector to Creating awarenessraising materials, guidance and | campaigns, including
explore and promote toolkits to provide practical information to support Business Improvement Work with other local
opportunities for improvements. Districts (BIDs), and authorities to support the
reducing air pollution Camden Breathing Better | publication of research to
from commercial improve understanding of
kitchens. Hospital sector air pollution from

representative commercial kitchens (and
organisations its management), by the
end of 2027.

1.3 We will strengthen Explore options for tghter planning and licensing Air Quality teamMarket We willkeep policy and
policy and regulatory controls, and more robust enforcement of Building Development team regulatory controls under
controls over air Regulations and Environmental Health legislation. review and will seek to
pollution from Health & Safety and make continuous
commercial premises, Environmental Health improvement during the
including emissions teams implementation of this
from kitchens. Action Plan (20272030).

Planning
Building Control
1.4 We will continue the This includes both the decarbonisation of housing and | Climate team Camden Council has an

programme of
decarbonising Camden
9YeURRGKt WYs

q6 W9 Ye URRGOKYt WYnnRHIIt We UT

Property Management

ambition to be net-zero by
2030 in relation to its own
buildings and operations.
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to help improve local air
quality .

What will we do? What does this involve?

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

‘ Who is involved? Target

Achieving this will deliver a
significant reduction in
emissions of air pollution
fromaq 6 JW9 Ye UHRI
buildings.

Housing Retrofit

15 We will reduce Apply the expectations in the Camden Local Plan that | Air Quality team Use planning conditions to
emissions from standby | fossil fuel generators will only be considered as a last limit generator testing
generators. resort, and by using Emission Limit Values to reduce ail pjanning hours for all applications

pollution for all generators regardless of size. with standby generators

Planning Enforcement

We will seek to limit generator testing hours to a Introduce a requirement for

minimum and only at times when there is not a current anyone proposingto install

or predicted pollution alert. a fixedstandby generatorto
undertake an Alternative
Power Feasibility
Assessment, with this
requirement in placeby the
end of 2028.

1.6 We will reduce air Enforce the Smoke Control Area rules prohibiting Air Quality team We will report in Annual

pollution from wood -
and solid fuel burning

smoke from buildings.

Continue to raise awareness about the health and
environmental damage from wood and solid fuel
burning.

Explore options for strengthening restrictions on solid
fuel use in Camden to reduce avoidable air pollution.

Environmental Health

Legal service

Status Reports on the
number of warning letters
and penalty notices issued
for Smoke Control Area
contraventions.

Continue to lead the
London Wood Burning
Project, working with other
local authorities in London
and elsewhere in the United
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What will we do? What does this involve?

Engage with solid fuel retailerdo communicate legal
restrictions on solid fuel sales and the importance of
clean air.

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

‘ Who is involved? Target

Kingdom, subject to
receiving necessary grant
funding to coverproject and
resourcing costs.

We will seek to make
continuous improvement in
our approach for smoke
control during the
implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).

Section 2: Reducing emissions from

transport

2.1

We will reduce
emissions from personal
and private travel by
continuing delivery of
relevant policies and
measures in the Camden
Transport Strategy and
associated Action Plan s.

Explore and support measures to reduce inessential
vehicle use, and to incentivise the use of smaller and
cleaner (less polluting) vehicles

Provide technical recommendations and support policy
review for the Camden Transport Strategy and
associated action plans and delivery programmes, for
example Cleaner, Fairer Parking.

Continue to provide and improve the infrastructure to
support sustainable, active travel, including public
realm improvements and greener walking routes, cycle
lanes, on-street cycle storage, traffic-calming
measures, and shared mobility options.(fShared
mobility Kmeans transport options that are shared by
users, for example shared dockless bikes or-e
scooters.)

Air Quality team
Transport Strategy service

Parking service

OME WY n Wl 13t RT I
should be on foot, by cycle,
or by public transport by
2031. By 2030 our target
would be 89.8%(Camden
Transport Strategy).

29-33% reduction in total
vehicle kilometres driven in
Camden by 2041 compared
to a 2016 baseline. This
equates to a 2226%
reduction by the end of
2030(Camden Transport
Strategy).
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What will we do? What does this involve?

Continue to expand the provision of electric vehicle
charging to support the transition to electric vehicles
for essential vehicle travel.

Support and advise on air quality monitoring and
analysis.

Highlight the benefits for air quality and health by
making sustainable, active travel choices, in air quality
communications and engagement activities. This
includes actions for reducing emissions of and
exposure to air pollution (including those supportel
through the Healthy Travel Choices programme, and
general actions like choosing lowespollution walking
routes).

Work with Transport for London (TfL) to strengthen the
Ultra Low Emission Zone (ULEAnd/or the Congestion
Charge to further reduce air pollution from road
vehicles.

Work with TfL on the proposed Central London
Movement Strategyto support sustainable, active
travel and healthier streets with better air quality.

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

‘ Who is involved? Target

PEWY nwl Wt RT 13U

made by car by 2031
compared to 13%from
2014-2016. By 2030 out
target would be8.4% of
trips to be made by car
(Camden Transport
Strategy).

2.2

We will reduce
emissions from

Reducing the number of trips made by motor vehicles
for freight, deliveries, servicing and logistics.

Air Quality team

Transport Strategy service

Develop an ecargo bike
and pedal van support
scheme for businesses by
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deliveries, freight,
servicing, and logistics.

What will we do? What does this involve?

Supportingthe shift to low- and zeroemission freight

movements, including throughpedestrian portering,
cargo bikes, electric vehicles, and noaroad transport.

Promoting opportunities and incentives for low and
zero-emission deliveries and logistics through our air
guality communications and awarenessraising
activities and our work with businesses.

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

‘ Who is involved? Target

Business networks and
campaigns, including
Business Improvement
Districts (BIDs), and
Camden Breathing Better

2028 (Freight and Servicing

Action Plan).

We will seek to continually
improve the provision of
low- and zero-emission
options for freight in
Camdenduring the
implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).

2.3

We will reduce

emissions from

9¢al WUkt wys U
and from vehicles used

in council services and
contracts.

Providing technical recommendations and guidance
about reducing air pollution from vehicles, in support of
q6lWec G ARqRYUWNY!I Woc¢arl WUk
emission by 2030.

Introduce a fleet management and telematics system
to support emissions management and reduction, and
driver engagement.

Introduce a fleet Environmental Impact Policy.

Supporting colleagues to critically assess (and reduce)
the likely air quality impacts from the use of vehicles in
procured contracts.

Include requirements through the procurement
process for contractors and service providers to reduce
motor vehicle usage and emissions.

Air Quality team

Camden Accessible Travel
Solutions (CATS)

Procurement service

TransitionCamden
9YaUHRROK!t WB&HG
100% zero exhaust

emission fleet by 2030.

Procure a fleet
management and
telematics system by the
end of 2027.

Introduce a fleet
Environmental Impact
Policy by the end of 2027.

OGl ¢quuwocarl Wy
Vehicle FleetStandard for
Contractors and Service
Providers by 2028.
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What will we do? What does this involve?
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‘ Who is involved? Target

Support the rollout of vehicle antiengine idling training
for Camden drivers and thirdparty drivers involved in
delivering contracted council services.

2.4 We will continue Continue to lead Idling Action London through to the | Air Quality team Continue to lead theldling
delivering public end of March 2027 (the current funded period), andill Action London, working
awareness messaging seek further funding to extend this project. Parking service with other local authorities
about the importance of in London, subject to
avoiding vehicle engine |} v| ¢ Ws Rqé W9 ¢ a1 WUk WAGI t RU receiving necessary grant
idling. opportunities for enhancing engagement with drivers funding to cover project and

and strengthening the deterrent for vehicle engine idling resourcing costs.
in Camden.
2.5 We will work with the rail | Maintain and strengthen working relationship with rail | Air Quality team We will continually review

industry and Transport
for London to advocate
for more action to
reduce air pollution from
trains, the London
Underground, buses,
and other forms of public
transport .

industry including the Rail Safety and Standards Board
(RSSB), train operating companies (TOCs), Network
Rail, and Transport for London (TfL).

Advocate for the conversion of more bus routes to zero
exhaust-emission bus routes in Camden. Support TfL tg
future-proof bus stops and bus stands to help the

B+ Gec Ut RY U WY n-khaugtemrssionbusi A 1J |
fleet.

and act on any
opportunities for working
with external partners and
advocating for changes that
would help to reduce
emissions from trains,
buses, and other public
transport, during the
implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).

Section 3: Reducing emissions from

construction and development

3.1

We will work to reduce
emissions from
construction machinery
and generators.

Using Construction Management Plan scrutiny
process.

Collaborating with other teams within the Council to
ensure any air quality concerns are quickly reported
and acted on.

Air Quality team
Planning

Planning Enforcement

We will keepplanning and
regulatory controlsunder
review and will seek to
make continuous
improvement during the
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What will we do? What does this involve?

Providing technical recommendations to other teams
to support higher standards for construction
management in Camden.

Enforcing rules for construction machinery(subject to
funding), and exploring options for introducing stricter
requirements for cleaner machinery.

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

‘ Who is involved? Target

Environmental Health

implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).

Ensure all construction
machinery used on in
scope construction sites in
Camden meets or exceeds
the non-road mobile
machinery (NRMM)
standards for London.

3.2 We will work to reduce Using Construction Management Plan scrutiny Air Quality team We will keepplanning and
dust and emissions from | process. regulatory controlsunder
other activities on Planning review and will seek to
construction sites Collaborating with other teams within the Council to make continuous
(demolition, ensure any air quality concerns are quickly reported | planning Enforcement | IProvement during the
construction, and acted on. implementation of this
earthworks, and Action Plan (20272030).
trackout). o _ _ Environmental Health

Providing technical recommendations to other teams

to support higher standards for construction Introduce a system for

management in Camden issuing financial penalties
for contractors if they do

: . . not comply with

Exploring options for holding contractors and Py
Construction Management

developers to the standards we expect.
Plan rules, by the end of
2028.

3.3 We will work to reduce Updating guidance documents and standards that Air Quality team Create and publish a

dust and emissions from
streetworks , highways
improvements, utility

works, and small -scale

would apply to all scales of construction and
development activity.

Engineering service

guidance document and
standard for reducing air
guality impacts from
streetworks, highways
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construction activity
that does not go through
the normal planning
process.

What will we do? What does this involve?

Communicating this effectively to residents and

businesses.

WYl t RUNWs RaqéW9eal WUkt WEUON
standards for contractors undertaking work for the
Council.

Planning

Planning Enforcement

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

‘ Who is involved? Target

improvements, utility

works, and smallscale
construction activity, by the
end of 2029.

3.4

We will work with and
scrutinise High Speed 2
construction activities,
and other infrastructure
projects .

Maintaining contact with HS2 and its contractors,
ensuring Assurances are adhered to

Providing technical recommendations, guidance, and
support to colleagues, residents, community
organisations, and local businesses in relation to
highlighting and mitigating the impact of local
construction activity

Air Quality team

9¢aT WUK't WEe2t
Regeneration team

We willmaintain proactive
and constructive contact
with HS2 and its
contractors, and will use
every opportunity to
advocate formore action to
reduce emissions and
pollution exposure from
HS2 and any other
infrastructure projects in
Camden. We will do this
throughout the
implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).

Section 4: Reducing emissions from

other sources in public spaces

4.1

We will reduce
emissions from street
food trading, including
ice cream vans, hot food
markets , and other on-
street vendors.

Providing electrical power where this would reduce or
avoid the use of fossil fuels and solid fuels for power or
cooking.

Updating licensing and policy to support sustainable
street food.

Air Quality team

Market Development team

We will install more
electrical power supplies
for street food traders, and
will create more electric-
only licensed ice cream
trading spots. We do not
have a specific target
because this is dependent
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What will we do? What does this involve? ‘ Who is involved? Target

Providing guidance for how street food traders can upon the amount of
reduce air pollution emissions from their activities. external funding we receive.

We will keep licensing
policies under continual
review during the
implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).

4.2 We will reduce Seekingand administering grant funding to support live | Air Quality team Provide£150,000 ingrant
emissions from canal aboard boaters to comply with Smoke Control Area funding support for canal
boats in a way that rules. boaters to transition to
supports boating Seeking funding to support boatersnore generally to cleaner heating systems by
communities. reduce air pollution and climate impacts and to the end of 2030.

improve resilience.
Continue to jointly deliver

Establishing and strengthening partnerships with Healthy Waterways London

boaters and representative organisations project until end of March
2027 (end of current

funding period), and apply
for further funding by this
date.

Working to support boater access to important
infrastructure and services.

We will continue to
advocate for more action to
support canal boating
communities throughout
the implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).
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What will we do? What does this involve?
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‘ Who is involved? Target

4.3 We will reduce Highlightingthe potential impact from fossil fuel- Air Quality team Provide a standardised
emissions from grounds | powered machineryand encouraging the avoidance of wording for procurement
maintenance. burning garden and green wastgand tree cuttings. Greenspaces service documents and contract

specifications, by the end of
EOt 21 RUNDW9ecaT WUkt wnl Ye UT t 2027.
include requirements for using electrically-powered
machinery where possible.

4.4 We will reduce Working with filming companies and film industry Air Quality team Deliver the Cleaner Filming
emissions from filming , | organisations to promote sustainable and lower for Camden project until
public events , and pollution options for on-location filming. Events service the end of March 2027 (the
temporary heating and current funding period) and
power. Seeking further funding for théh 9 @ ¢ U131 W[ R { camden filming office and seek further funding to

9¢dTl WUk WG YT IJH qaddéhtdarage R q U giimEixer continue the project,
greener and cleaner power uptake within the industry preferably with an
_ _ _ expansion to include other
Working with9 ¢ &7 130K § WE2 0 at Wwe Gf| omeenng semvice local authorities in London.
services to explore options to reduce air quality _
impacts from public events and temporary heating and Create and publish
power arrangements, including by setting requirements guidance for howpeople
for the avoidance of fossil fuel electrical power holding public events in
supplies, careful selection of equipment, and by Camden should reduce
positioning equipment in a way that minimises emissions of and exposure
exposure for people nearby. to air pollution, by the end
of 2029,
4.5 We will reduce Providing technical recommendations for policy Air Quality team Seek funding for installing

emissions from outdoor
burning, including
barbecues, allotment

decisions.

Supporting projects to provide clean power in public
spaces.

Greenspaces team

Environmental Health

electric barbecues in
Camden, subject to
feasibility.
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What will we do? What does this involve? ‘ Who is involved? Target

fires, bonfires and other Continue to send
activities. Highlighting the air quality health risks linked to garden | Environmental Services | information letters about air
waste and allotment fires and bonfires, especially for quality and health where
people with existing health conditions and in areas there have been reports of,
where the resultant air pollution is likely to affect or complaints about, smoke
neighbours and other people nearby. from outdoor burningand
other smoke nuisances.

Theme 2: Reducing exposure to air pollution in Camden

Section 5: Building public awareness and empowering action

5.1 We will create a council Create a communications campaignto improve public | Air Quality team Create and publish a

awareness campaign to | knowledge about air quality and health, tgpromote the communications campaign

build public awareness small actions that can help to reduce air pollution and | communications team by the end of 2028.

and knowledge about air | exposure, and tohighlight the benefits for everyone

quality and health. from having cleaner air in Camden. Participation We will engage and work

with residents and

Promote our communications campaign and materials communities as an
YOowoeal yOW9 Ye UHRGKY W YRR everyday part of our work,
channels, and through our Clean Air for Camden email throughout the
newsletter. implementation of this

Action Plan (20272030).
Attend and hold events, meetings, and activities in the

community to build meaningful connections and share We will aim to inaease the
information and guidance in a helpful and accessible number of subscribers to
way. our newsletter from 900 in

2026 to 2,000 by the end of
2028 and 3,000 by the end
of 2030.
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What will we do? What does this involve?
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5.2 We will build on our Create a route forproviding financial support for Air Quality team Provide £500,000 in
Clean Air for Schools schools and other educational centres to implement financial support for
programme to expand measures to improve air quality, reduce pollution Property Management schools and other learning
how we support schools, | exposure, and supportfd RG 1 | IJUKt W6 ¢ { environments, family
nurseries, family centres | also include measures to improve climate resilience, HIUOq!l 3t awe 07 U
and®# 6 RGT | 130K t | such as reducing heat or flood vulnerability. centres to take actionto
play centres, and other reduce air pollution or
learning environments in | \work with schools in Camden tocreate school Climate pollution exposure, by the
Camden to tackle air Action Planscontaining a section on air quality Provide end of 2023.
pollution and take action | training and guidance for teachersschool Business
for cleaner air, healthier | Managers, and other staff to better understandir All non-independent
environments, and quality, climate resilience, and health. schools in Camden to have
climate resilience . received support from (or
Engage with schoolsother learning centres and bun C NI _'-”5 Rad b
school communities to deliver activities toimprove Safe Air and Climate
public knowledge about air quality and health, and to Friendly Schools
make learning about sustainability and the environment programme, by the end of
fun for children. 2030.
5.3 We will aim to align our Review and implement recommendations from internal| Air Quality team Keep air quality
messaging with and external experts, for example from the Department information, messages, and
recommendations from for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) Air Communications team communications
communications Quality Information System (AQIS) review. approaches under
experts. continuous review during
the implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).
54 We will continue to build | Deliver informal awareness and training sessions for | Air Quality team We will provide at least two

awareness and capacity
within Camden Council

council officers and councillors, for example through
lunchtime webinars or drop-in knowledge sessions.

Communications team

internal air quality
information sessions every
year, and will continue to
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including staff and
councillors.

What will we do? What does this involve?

Use staff intranet and internal communications
channels to build awareness about air quality and
health, the action that all staff can take to support
clean air in Camden, and the links between clean air
and climate resilience.
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‘ Who is involved? Target

share information about

clean air and healthas an
everyday part of our work,
throughout the
implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).

5.5 We will work with the Provide information for healthcare professionals in Air Quality team This is an ongoing action,
NHS, healthcare Camden about actions to improve air qualitytocally, and we will try to take every
professionals, and how they can support their patients to safeguard | Health and Wellbeing viable opportunity to work
universities, non - their own health. department with external parters to
governmental improve public and
organisations, and other | proyideair quality and climate resilience training for professional knowledge
stake holders to extend healthcare professionals in Camden. about air quality and health
our reach and positive throughout the
impact for cleaner air Participate i ¢ ity activit h implementation of this
and health. articipate inevents, community activities, researc Action Plan (20272030).

projects, and university and other educational
programmes to share information about air quality in
Camden (for example, giving guest lectures about air
guality management in Camden).

5.6 We will expand our air We will review our monitoring network and its Air Quality team We will keep our monitoring
quality monitoring performance, and expard it (either in terms of the total network under continuous
network where number of sites, or the coverage of specific air review throughout the
appropriate and pollutants) where this is needed for our air quality implementation of this
necessary. programme and delivers benefit to Camden. Action Plan (20272030).

5.7 We will improve how we | Work with residents, community partners, and internal | Air Quality team We will keep our air quality

share, present, and
communicate air quality
data and monitoring
information .

and external stakeholders to understand what different
people think about howpresent and share air quality
data and monitoring information, and what they would
find more helpful and accessible.

Communications team

Data Insights team

monitoring data
communications under
continuous review and will
seek progressive
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What will we do? What does this involve?

Keep upto-date with how other local, regional, and
national authorities and other organisations are sharing
air quality data and monitoring information and apply
any learnings from this in our own approach.

Participation

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

‘ Who is involved? Target

improvement throughout
the implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).

5.8

We will provide public
information and
guidance during air
pollution incidents and
alerts, in a way that is
timely and easy to put
into action, including
from events that are
linked to our changing
climate.

We must become better at proactively providing
information during (and before) air pollution alerts or
incidents in a way that istimely, accessible, and easy
to act on. Information will be tailored to the relevant
audience, and will contain any other guidance thatvill
also help to protect health. For example, information
about staying well when there is a high air pollution
alert during a heatwave.

Work with community organisations, healthcare
professionals and the health and social care systems
to make sure residents (and especially vulnerable
people) are receiving this information and that it is
trusted.

Continuing to promote existing air quality forecasting
and alert systems like airTEXT and the Mayor of
x YUT YUKt WGYGdeqRYULWNY! WA

Air Quality team

Corporate Resilience
service

Create a plan and
implement a protocol for
giving public information
and guidance during air
pollution alerts and
incidents, by the end of
2027.

Section 6: Improving indoor air quality

6.1

We will work to improve
indoor air quality and
reduce air pollution
exposure in homes in
Camden.

Expanding our air quality monitor loarproject so that
more Camden residents can learn about indoor air
quality in their home, with a shorter waiting list, and
more convenient options for collecting and dropping off
monitors locally.

Air Quality team

Housing service

Have a fully functional
network of indoor air quality
monitor loan hubs
operational by the end of
2027, withat least one GP

91




Draft Camden Clean Air Action Plan 2027-2030 BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

What will we do? What does this involve? ‘ Who is involved? Target

Private Renters service surgery and three libraries

Delivering indoor air quality training to establish a included in this network.

network of local indoor air quality championswho can | Environmental Health

help to raise understanding of indoor air quality and Create design standards for

share knowledge and advice within their networks. Community Investment good indoor air quality by
Programme (CIP) the end of 202B.

Working with local partner organisations and
communities to mobilise a network of indoor air quality
hubs in Camden.

Ensuring our guidance also covers damp and mould,
whilst also highlighting legal protections and rights for
renters. We will workwith the Breathe Stop Smoking
Service,9 ¢ 01 UKt W? ¢ 0 GWe UT Wramde
housing Environmental Health team to ensure we have
a joined-up approach across different indoorhealth

and environmental hazards

Working to createdesignstandards for good indoor air
guality inside homes in Camden.

6.2 We will seek Supporting the replacement of polluting appliances Air Quality team This is an ongoing action,
opportunities to provide where possible (for example, gas hobs (stoves) in and the scale of
practical support and homes, schools, and nurseries) and by providing Housing Retrofit implementation will be
direct improvements for technical recommendations for improving indoor air dependent upon external
indoor air quality . guality in Council homes. grant funding. We would

like to undertake at least
one project of removing gas
cooking appliances and
replacing with clean
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induction hobs in a small

housing block in Camden
(either Council housing or
housing association),
subject to feasibility and
funding, by the end of 2030.

6.3 We will work with Promoting the Camden Climate Alliance and providing | Air Quality team This is an ongoing action.
businesses, business indoor air quality guidance and training through that We willdeliver at least one
networks, and other network. Camden Climate Alliance | Workshop or presentation
partners to reduce on workplace air quality
occupational exposure Continuing to participate in theCamden Breathing every year through the
to air pollution in Better campaignand working with Business Camden Climate Alliance
Camden. Improvement Districts (BIDS) to support businesses to throughout the _

take action on indoor air quality and staff engagement implementation of this
and awareness, whilstalso promoting opportunities for Action Plan (20272030).
improve heatresilience in workplaces.
Working with unions, representative organisationgor
different sectors of employment, nongovernmental
organisations (NGOs) and other stakeholders to
positively support businesses and employers to
workplace air quality and reduce occupational
exposure to air pollution.
6.4 We will work to improve Building onour Clean Air for Schools projectas noted | Air Quality team See 5.2 in relation to

indoor air quality in
schools, learning
environments, health
and care facilities, and

in Section 5 to provide financial support for schools
and learning environments to directly improve air
quality,

Property Management

Healthy and Wellbeing
department

schools.

Undertake indoor air quality
monitoring in at least one
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What will we do? What does this involve? Who is involved?
other public buildings in Working with health and care services and the care home in Camden, by
Camden. 9YaURROKt WclWcdaqdbWe Ul Wi ad the end of 2028.
opportunities for improving indoor air quality in care
homes and other buildings Other work on thisaction
will focus on continuous
Working with service managers and building managers improvement, and making
to improve indoor air quality in other councilmanaged changes subject to funding
premises. This will be done
throughout the

implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).

6.5 We will support the Seeking partnerships with and supporting researchers | Air Quality team We will aim to take up every
advancement of science | and non-governmental organisations (NGOs) working opportunity to support
on indoor air quality and | on indoor air quality. research on indoor air
health. quality in Camden,

especially where the
research directly and
immediately benefits
Camden residents We will
do this throughout the
implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).

Section 7: Leading, advocating, and influencing change for clean air

7.1 We will seek to maintain | Continuing to lead partnership projects and being a Air Quality team This is an ongoing action
and strengthen prominent voice in the air quality community. and we seek to
9¢al WUkt W UG continuously improve
a leading local authority 9¢ual VUKt W UGe
air quality community
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for action for clean air
and health .

What will we do? What does this involve?

Maintaining or expanding the scope of our work on air

guality in Camden.

Participating in public events and highprofile
BUNenWaWUqt WagYWERNETRNG ql
ambitions for clean air, and to encourage greater actior]
elsewhere.

BACK TO CONTENTS PAGE

‘ Who is involved? Target

during the implementation

of this Action Plan (2027
2030).

7.2 We will advocate for Advocating forstronger national air quality targets Air Quality team We will take every
clean air, action to opportunity to advocate for
reduce air pollution and | Adyocating forthe creation andadoption of standards stronger national and/for
public exposure to it . for indoor air quality. regional air quality targets,
standards for indoor air
. . : . uality, more effective
Advocating formore effective regulation of pollution 9 Y. .
. L . regulation and legislation,
sources that affect rural and urban air quality (including .
riculture. shiopin iation. indust h and better funding and
agn'ClrJ tL.l i’ sn'gp' g,dav:]?jlo I"cli ; U‘T tr)y ’rrﬁ)_?] we powers for local authorities.
generation, and wood and solid fuel burning). We will do this throughaut
the implementation of this
Action Plan (20272030).
7.3 We will respond to Responding to consultations to share the experience | Camden Air Quality Team.| We willaim to respond to

consultations, surveys,
and other opportunities
to contribute to the
national or regional
conversation on air
guality and clean air .

and expertise we have gained in Camden, and to
encourage more action for cleaner air throughout the
United Kingdom. We will provide specific
recommendations where we are equipped to do so, in ¢
way that supports better policy, regulation, and
legislation relating to air quality, health, and the
environment.

Other teams across the
Council, depending on the
policy area in question.

everyrelevant consultation,
survey, and other inviation
to contribute to the
development oflegislation,
regulations, andpolicy and
the wider conversation
about air quality and action
for cleaner air in the UK,
during the implementation
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of this Action Plan (2027

2030).
7.4 We will engage in air Contribute to knowledge exchange and transfer Air Quality team We will take every
quality, public health, opportunity to support,
and environmental Strengthen partnership working to improve the engage, and participate in
science networks, efficiency of using public resources. air quality research projects
conferences and throughout the

participatory projects. implementation of this
Action Plan, as long as
these will ultimately benefit

Camden, and as long as we

Share and benefit from best practice, collective
knowledge, and a shared evidence base so that air
quality is improved everywhere, as quickly and as mucl

as possible. have the resources to do.
7.5 We will continually Keeping upto-date with the latest scientific evidence | Air Quality team We will make this an
review and assess the about air quality and health. everyday part of our work
latest evidence relating on air quality in Camden,
to air quality and health, | Taking part in research networks and knowledge seeking continuous
making sure we adapt to sharing communities. improvement in our
updated science and approach, throughout the

employing a dynamic
approach in our work so
that we are undertaking
the most effective action
we can, do deliver the L o )
greatest improvement in oul Il q ctJ LUG] | ¢cRURURNDWN Y W9 ¢
air quality and health, ensure we are best placed to deliver for Camden.

and in the most efficient
way possible.

implementation of this

Reviewing the latest state of the science around air Action Plan (20272030),

guality and health, and using this to guide our work to
improve air quality and health in Camden.
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This part of the Clean Air Action Plan 2027-2030 provides:
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The main pieces of evidence we have used
Maps of our air quality monitoring
Maps of Air Quality Focus Areas in Camden

Maps of our Air Quality Management Area
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Air guality data

Camden Air Quality Monitoring open data webpagéittps://opendata.camden.gov.uk/stories/s/Camden -Air-Quality-Monitoring/bmrm-k7pv/

Camden Council Annual Status Reportshttps://www.camden.gov.uk/air -quality#mczc

Air Quality England https://www.airqualityengland.co.uk/local -authority/?la_id=189

London Atmospheric Emissions Inventoryhttps://data.london.gov.uk/dataset/london -atmospheric-emissions-inventory-laei-2022-21g5g

London Air. https://www.londonair.org.uk/LondonAir/Default.aspx

UKAIR https://uk -air.defra.gov.uk/

= =4 4 -4 -8 - -

National Atmospheric Emissions Inventoryhttps://naei.energysecurity.gov.uk/

Scientific research

We have listed references in a separate section in this AppendiXhis has been done \were we have referred t@ specific piece evidence, research,

or data ina particular part of this Action Plan

Reports

1 Air Quality Expert Group (AQEG)itps://uk -air.defra.gov.uk/research/ageg/publications
1 CBI Economics, Breathindife into the UK economy (2020)https://www.cbi.org.uk/media/5539/2020 -09-chi-economics-caf-report.pdf

1 Clean Air Fund,The Case for Action on Black Carborhttps://s40026.pcdn.co/wp -content/uploads/Case -for-Action-on-Black-Carbon-CAF
updated-2.pdf

1 Clean Air Fund, The Case for Action on Tropospheric Ozoretps://s40026.pcdn.co/wp -content/uploads/Case -for-Action-on-Tropospheric-
Ozone-2024.pdf
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1 Clean Air Fund, CBI Economicsand WSP, The Clean Air Dividend of Net Zefdtps://s40026.pcdn.co/wp -content/uploads/The-clean-air-

dividend-of-net-zero-1.pdf

1 Committee on the Medical Effects of Air Pollutants (COMEAR)ttps://www.gov.uk/government/collections/comeap -reports

1 OECO2016) The Economic Consequences of Outdoor Air Pollution, OECD Publishingft®arisc.doi.org/10.1787/9789264257474n

1 OECD (2020The Economic Cost of Air Pollution: Evidence from Eufepenomics Department Working Papers No. 1584.
https://dx.doi.org/10.1787/5611949@&n

1 Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health (RCPCHAir pollution in the UKT position statement: https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/air -
pollution -uk-position-statement

1 Royal College of PhysiciansA breath of fresh air (2025https://www.rcp.ac.uk/policy -and-campaigns/policy-documents/a-breath-of-fresh-

air-responding-to-the-health-challenges-of-modern-air-pollution/

1 UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA), Statement on the differential toxicity of particulate matter according to source or canstnts: 2022:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/particulate -air-pollution -health-effects-of-exposure/statement-on-the-differential -toxicity-of-

particulate -matter-according-to-source-or-constituents -2022

Legal duties

1 UKAIR:https://uk -air.defra.gov.uk/lagm/

1 House of Commons Libraryhttps://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research -briefings/cbp-8804/

Guidance

1 Mayor of London:https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/llagm_policy guidance 2019.pdf

1 Mayor of London:https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/llagm_technical _guidance_2019.pdf
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